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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Pickett 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


?/.  ICCSl.  C85.  030 wo 


TBB  FICK3TT  KIM)  OF  LIFGOI^ 


She  centennial  of  Abrahasa  luincola's  birth  was  celebrated  is  1909.     Ths 

Ooversaaent  was  in  need  of  a  ssall  sige  postal  card  at  this  time  to  "be  used  for 

a 
filing  in  3  x  5  car^  eye  teas.     It  was  decided  that  Lincoln  profile  would  be  used 

in  honor  of  the  centennial*  and  several  sculptors  were  invited  to  subsiit  designs. 

fhe  brons©  plaque,  then  in  possession  of  l».  8«  Muller  and  erected  by  the  sculptor, 

C.  Pickett,  was  selected  as  fee  outstanding  contribution. 

Mttle  is  known  about  the  sculptor  exeei>t  that  he  was  of  Srtmeh  descent 
and  studied  with  Leonard  ?olk  of  H&cago  who  made  fee  famous  life  mask  of  Mncoln. 
It  was  this  tmsk  which  was  undoubtedly  used  by  Pickett  as  a  model.     Since   that 
tiiae  the  folk  mask  has  becoae  the  basis  of  every  worth  while  study  of  Lincoln's 
face* 

Mr.  George  35.  Boberts,  one  tiiae  director  of  the  Imited  States  Mint*  pro- 
nounced the  work  by  lickett  Bthe  finest  likeness  of  Mseoln  that  has  yet  appeared.* 

Use  Lincoln  national  24,  fe  Insurance  Cosapany  acquired  the  original  brosee 
in  1923,  at  the  tiiae  the  Cosspany  laoved  into  Its  new  office  building,  snd  it  was 
euchlbited  for  the  first  titae  at  the  dedication  of  the  building. 


Pickett  Plaque 

The  original  bas-relief  is  inscribed  "Pickett"  with  the 
date  1873.   The  artist  was  of  French  descent  and  was  associated 
with  the  sculptor  Leonard  Volk  either  in  America  or  France. 
The  United  States  Post  Office  Department  used  the  design  of  the 
Pickett  plaque  for  the  one  cent  postal  card  from  1911  to  1917^ 
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This  profile  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  exe- 
cuted by  Pickett,  is  considered  one 
of  the  best  ever  executed  by  any 
sculptor.  So  well  is  it  regarded  that 
it  was  selected  as  the  model  to  be 
used  on  U.  S.  postcards. 


Copyright,  1908,  by  L.  G.  Muller 


The  original  of  this  medallion  was  modeled  by  the  sculptor,  Pickett,  who  worked  with  Douglas  Volk,  the  maker  of  the 
death  mask  of  President  Lincoln.     It  is  remarkable  in  that  it  shows  the  exceptional  strength  of  Lincoln's  face 


A  blend  of  mirth  and  sadness,  smiles  and  tears; 
A  quaint  Knight  errant  of  the  pioneers; 
A  homely  hero,  born  of  star  and  sod; 
A  Peasant  Prince;  a  Masterpiece  of  God. 

— Walter  Malone. 


Official  Bust  of  Abe  Lincoln 
Accepted  for  New  Post  Cards 

THIS  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  pho- 
tographed from  bronze  bas  relief  by 
Pickette,  Is  tihe  property  of  L.  G. 
Muller,  member  of  the  Lincoln  Fel- 
lowsnlp  association.  New  York,  secre- 
tary of  the  Columbian  Bank  Note  company  of 
Chicago,  and  member  of  the  Hamilton  club. 
It  has  been  accepted  by  the  United  States 
government  as  the  portrait  that  will  appear 
on  the  proposed  Lincoln  issue  of  postal  cards 
The  portrait  is  pronounced  by  men  such  as 
George  E.  Roberts,  the  president  of  the  Com- 
mercial National  bank,  and  formei  director 
of  the  United  States  mint,  as  "  the  finejrt 
likeness  of  Lincoln  that  has  yet  appeared 

A  replica  in  bronze  was  presented  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  state  of  IT!1- 
nois,  by  Mr.  Muller  la-st  year,  and  is  now 
on  exhibition  at  Memorial  hall.  The  Chicago 
Historical  society  and  Chicago  public  library 
are  also  in  possession  of  a  reproduction 

Of  the  sculptor.  C.  Pickette,  little  Is  known, 
excepting  that  he  worked  with  Volk,  who 
made  the  death  mask  of  Lincoln.  He  was 
born  in  France,  came  to  this  country  at  an 
early  age,  and  with  the  exception  of  this 
masterpiece  no  other  results  of  his  work 
appear  to  be  extant.  The  Book  of  Sculpture 
fails  to  mentloh  him,  and  his  name  will  live 
only  through,  this  work. 


CHICAGO    TniTUTNE:    FEBttrABY    fi.    wio. 


Pickette's  Bas-Relief,  Model 
Used  by  U.  S.,  Bought  by 
,•  Insurance  Company 

The  worlrf-Tamous  Plckette  bronze 
ri ,"?\iet  of  Abraham  Lincoln  eon- 
ceded  by  art  critics  to  be  one  of  the 
most    realistic    likenesses    ever    made 

nffr  h°  92°*!  Ema<>clpator.  has  been 
Purchased  by  the  Lincoln  National 
Lire  Insurance  company.  The  bronze 
has  been  delivered  and  will,  within 
a  few  days,  be  placed  In  the  new 
home  of  the  Insurance  company.  The 
J2?"ze  „wa»  for  some  time  displayed 
in  the  Chicago  Art  Institute  where  it 
attracted  large  crowds.  When  it  wan 
removed  by  its  former  owner,  U  G 
MUlIor,  head  of  a  large  Chicago  ex- 
porting firm,  a  replica  was  put  In  Its 
place.  The  bronze  was  later  exhibited 
in  the  Seattle  Pine  Art*  society  rooms 

I  at    Seattle,    Wash. 

;  |So,  fine  Is  the  profile  of  the  great 
American  as  presented  In  the  work 
of  Plckette  that,  from  among  a  num- 
ber of  entries  made  by  artists  of 
note,  It  was  selected  as  the  likeness 
to  be  used  for  the  Lincoln  stamp  on 
United  States  .  postcards.  The  strik- 
ing    prdflle     of     Pickette's    .Lincoln, 

.through  its  use  on  the  government 
cards,      has'     become  ,  familiar      to 

.  thousands  and  thousands  of  persons. 
Requests   for  copies   of  the   bronze 

limited   number  »,..       '  ,        a      very 
,  {'resented    by    m7  %I,T   e'   °no  **" 
'"""is    Grand 1    Armv    o     /,'    '°    the    *' 
>  was  placed  oil     e   Re»"t>Ii 

mortal   ha„    inc"h"!'ll,w»'Me 
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'mortal  hail   i„  >.hi„     "'"""'  at  ate- 
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'he    Chicago 
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"rat  achfe'ved  fame  toXL™*"?'™*- 

v-K.  who  maae  ^cr^rs 

Lincoln.  P|ckette  \  '  pSK    °f 

me",  ;sr:e;;*;;,  t,I8  K.„er„ 

bronze  |„  reproduced  /in'°  °f  "" 
i  comment  which  A?,  ,'"Ke,ll"r  wltl 
bronze    Is    ,,",„'"' lt.es      'hat     th, 


Bronze    ia 

Koherls, 
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"rme       director      „f      th 
mint,  prominent  hank 


:,r-and  i„™,  r,1;;;™!"""  '««*- 

■Inest    likeness    „f    1 1        ,    '"'  as     the 
I'et   Mw„     S.?,°.rj'"'»l»    that    has 


r*t  appeare 

'^'"'"onnls  from VoT^T   ^ates: 
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states: 


nd 


'rtlstlc "  atmosphere"  h",*?? " ' y 
ird    portrait    of  the  Km       ?e   sU" 
Wf-    A    copy    shoufd     t, rmC,thet0.r    ' 

md  ,offlce   of  ev     "   ™   ">  the   homo 
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ts    document,    "yr   »«WWy   on   all 
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■"■opted   1,8   a  trude-ma rk. 


'New  Lincoln  Life 
Alleys  Open  Tonight 

The    Lincoln    L|re    bowling    alleys 
mongthe   bt8t   „,    ,„„   ^-J*  ■ 

•SAsr, rr ::o,;r-  - 

^t„^STVvii[  roi^l  V/ie 
will  m.ii  ""llcate  the  alleys  and 
mvl,  7  ,  M  *"?  The  Sw«"  « 
"  at  oher  t  ,eJ  '°^ght  as  ™" 
J-    to'nl^'s    SS*      ."V**?"' 

Weber  KttJ*^a2Srio?3!  "T"^ 

NEW  /ILLEYSJPEN  TONIGHT 

Major  Bowling:  League  to  Roll 
First  Matches  At  7  o'clock. 

ball  and  will   ,„     I'  . W'J'   ToU    'he    first 
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wards.     .  tnrt    'mmedlately    arter- 

The  Lincoln  Life  aiuv<,  „.. 
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lincolnufTmoves 


Beautiful  New  Home  of  In- 
surance Company   Ready 
for  Employes  Monday 

With  praotlcally  all  of  the  property 
of  the  Llnooln  National  Life  In- 
surance company  moved  Into  the 
beautiful  new  home  on  Harrison 
street,  the  new  office  will  be  of- 
flolalljr  opened  for  business  tomor- 
row mornlnu  Final  arrangements 
fop  the  big  job  of  moving  the  million 
dollar  corporation  from  one  building 
into  another  were  completed  late 
Friday  afternoon  with  the  roping  of 
j  all  desks,  files  and  cases."" ,'Each 
article  In  the  old  building  waa  num- 
bered and  tagged  and  as  fast  as  It 
was  plaoed  In  one  of  the  battery  of 
trucks  and  hauled  to  the  new  build- 
ing, it  waa  placed  In  the  proper 
office. 

Lowering'  the  heavy  steel  filing 
oases  and  safes  from  the  third  and 
fourth  stories,  of  the  old  building  on 
Berry  street  proved  to  be  a  diffi- 
cult matter,  but  was  safely  achieved 
by  means  oi  a  specially  constructed 
elevator  In  the  alleyway  In  the  rear 
of  the  building.  Moving  heavy  and 
bulky  equipment  into  the  new  build- 
ing was  not  as  difficult  as  removing 
It  from  the  old  building  because  of 
the  "wide  doorways  and  hallways  In 
the  new  home. 

Work  on  the  Interior  of  the  build- 
ing has  not  been  completed,  but  has 
been  carried  -forward  '  to  a  point 
where  the  routine  office  work  can 
be  taken  up  Monday  morning  with- 
out interruption.  The  final  work  o,n 
the  now  bowling  alleys  is  being  com-' 
plated  and  the  alleys  will  be  opened 
for  bowling  on  Tuesday  night,  when 
the  Major  City  League  will  start  its 
program. 

LINCOLN  Mn^flST 
TO  BE  BROUGHT  HERE 


Pickette's  Bas-Relief,  Mode! 

Used  by  U.  S„  Bought  by 

Insurance  Company 


The  world-famous  Plckette  bronze 
bas-relief  of  Abraham  Lincoln  con- 
ceded by  art  critics  to  be  one  of  the 
most  realistic  likenesses  ever  made 
of  the  Great  Emancipator,  has  been 
purchased  by  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Insurance  company.  The  bronze 
has  been  delivered  and  will-  within 
a  few  days,  be  placed  in  the  new 
home  of  the  insurance  company.  The 
bronze  was  for  some  time,  displayed 
in  the  Chicago  Art  institute  where  it 
attracted  large  crowds.  When  it  was 
removed  by.  its  former  owner,  L.  G. 
Muller,  head  of  a  large  Chicago  ex-1 
porting  firm,  a  replica  was  put  in  Its 
place.  The  bronze  was  later  exhibited 
in  the  Seattle  Fine  Arts  society  rooms 
at    Seattle,    Wash, 

So  fine  Is  the  profile  of  the   great 
American    as    presented    in    the   work 
of  Plckette  that,  from  among  a  num- 
ber   of    entries    made    by    artists    of 
note,  it   was  selected  as"  the   likeness 
to  be  used  for  the  Lincoln  stamp  on 
United    States    postcards.    The,  strik- 
ing    profile     of     Pickette's     Lincoln, 
through    its    use    on    the    government 
cards.       has      become      familiar      to 
thousands  rind  thousands  of  persons. 
Reouests    for    copies    of   the    bronze 
have    been    numerous      but     a      very 
limited   number  were  made.  One  was 
presented    by    Mr.    Muller    to   the   Il- 
linois   Grand    Army    of   the    Republic 
and  was  placed  on  exhibition  at  Me- 
morial  hall    i„   Chicago.   The    Chicago' 
Historical    society    and    the    Chicago 
public  library  are  also   in  possession 
of 'reproductions. 

Plckette,  it  will  be  remembered, 
first  achieved  fame  in  his  work  with, 
Volk,  who  made  the  death  mask  of 
Lincoln.  Plckette  was  born  in  France 
and  came  to  America  at  an  early  age. 
The  bronze  bas-relief  is  considered 
to   have   been   his   masterpiece. 

In  a  report  made  by  the  govern- 
ment postal  service  a  picture  of  the 
bronze  Is  reproduced  together  with 
a  comment  which  states  that  the 
bronze  is  pronounced  by  George  E. 
Roberts,  former  director  of  the 
"Tnited  States  mint,  prominent  bank- 
rs  and  members  of  the  bar  as  "the 
Inest  likeness  of  Lincoln  that  has 
et  appeared."  The  comment  states: 
Testlmonala  from  scores  of  art  con- 
lolsseurs  testify  to  Its  beauty  and 
irtlstic  atmosphere.  It  is  the  stand- 
ird  portrait  of  the  Emancipator  to- 
lay.  A  copy  should  be  in  the  home 
ind  office  of  every  true  American." 
The  likeness,  has  been  copyrighted 
»nd  Its  use  will  be  exclusive  for  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance 
company.  The  profile  will  be  placed 
by  the  Fort  Wayne  company  on  alt 
ts  documents  and  stationery  and 
will  be  adopted  as  a /trade-mark.,,  ,v    , 


LINCOLN  LIFE 
ALLEYS  ARE  OPENED 


Arthur   F.    Hall    Rolls   First 

Ball  to  Dedicate  Fine 

New  Drives 


The  new  Lincoln  Life  bowling 
alleys,  In  the  basement  of  the  new 
Lincoln  Life  Insurance  company 
building  were  officially  opened  last 
night.  ■  when  after  a  short  address, 
Arthur  F.  Hall,  president  of  the 
Lincoln  Life  company  rolled  the  first 
ball.  The  rolling  of  the  first  ball 
by  Mr..  Hall  was  the  signal  for  the 
members  of  the  Superior  Type  and 
Weber  hotel  teams  and  within  a 
few  seconds  the  first  game  on  the 
new   alleys   was    in    progress. 

In  his  official  opening  of  the  alleys 
.Mr.  Hall  said  that  It  was  pot  in  the 
nature  of  things  to  dedioate  bowling 
alleys  but  that  he  did  dedicate  the 
spirit  of  friendship  and  the  spirit 
of  good  sportmanship  that  would  be 
born  through  the  games  played  there 
Mr,  Hall  said  that  the  opening  of 
the  alleys  was  more  in  the  form  of 
an  initiation  and  that  both  bad  and 
good  balls  would  probably  be 
initiated  during  the  course  of  the 
evening. 

William  Neeb;  president  of  the 
,l&1,°''  fowling  league,  who  opened 
their  schedule  last  night,  responded 
ror  the  bowlers  and  said  that  he 
desired  to  thank  Mr.  Hall  and  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance 
company  for  the  opportunity  ex- 
tended to  the.  bowlers  of  Fort  Wayne 
through  the  building  of  the  Lincoln 
■LjIio  alleys, 

=iw!  f'rat  ten-8tr«<e  on  the  new 
f, ,11  was  mace  by  Ben  Schwartz, 
aUeys  was  made  ;by  Fred  Schwartz 
very  few  minutes  after  the  first 
ball  was  rolled.  A  near  strike^wa 
SE   firs?  b   m     Ha"    When    he    r"»^ 

Lit  ni£,    antI  8Cored  nlne  t"»s' 

iS1,1.?'^."    ■COr,B    ln    th«    Major 


'League  follows- 

Goldom 
Mw  212     2!2     ,S7 

BohluD  133     jg4,  115 

Walker  173,    178     190 

Wonjteln      157     160     m 
flcholha'r     143     177     173 

Totals        818     917     800 


Supcrtor     Tyo» 

Franks  113     178  170 

Mlllor  183     169  ,58 

fngroth  162     is9  13, 

.lamia  130,  133  137 

I'olhamm  210    198  191 

Totals  637     815  ~808 


Morton 

Kraft 

Burno 

Maries 
Slagla 

Totals 


Troj 

17a  157  111 

157  iee  ne 

157  1J0  172 

175  137  148 

102  179  208 

85»  803  885    Total 


Mary  Wayns 

Reynold    2n  177  177 

151  181  107 

115  148  200 

171  130  159 

150  171  172 

837  816  875 


Blttler 
Sl«ven» 
Farnan 


Clob     Clean 
Qulnn  193    170 

Mulntoah       213     154 


Total: 

Woyno    Tank 

Rortfiy  188     211  189 

A.     Kraft     211     149  147 

W.JTranlis     122     153  209 

lfCurr  lnl      198  141 

A.Fraiiko      184     192  199 

Totals        800     903.  885 

.    .    Wober     Hotel 
Shea 
Noeb  ■ 
P.     King 
JIuber  ( 
Urelin 

Totals 


Totals 


157  151  180 
187  104  193 
185     189     197 


808     947 


Lincoln  Llfo 

Kraft  105  170  175 

l-'nrnan  176  200  104 

Ni-lier  180  101  127 

.litckaon  192  207  17i 

Injohrinan  179  222  206 

Totals    .■  931  963  870 


173 

150 

181 

170 

152 

130 

102 

179 

180 

221 

104 

177 

182 
947 

202 
88S 

171 
871 

Millar 
ltuyos 
Kelly 


185  213  188 

141  190  168 

108  153  ISO 

631  915  906 


^W-   ...I'^.t.'.-.vi1..'..— - 


A  MAGNIFICENT  BUILDING. 
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Arthur  F.  -Hall  Talks  to  the 
L  Kiwanis    Club    on    Fort 
Wayne  Community  Trust 

Tlie  purpose  and  operation"  of  the 
Fort  Wayne  Foundation  was  explained 
to  'the  Kiwanis  club  yesterday  noon 
by  Arthur  ■  V.  Hall,  president  of  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  com- 
-pany.  The  luncheon  was  held  at  Wolf 
&Dessauer's.  Mr.  Hull  was  the  father 
of  the  movement  in   Fort  Wayne. 

After  the  address  by  Mr.  Hall,  the 
club  voted  unanimously  to  give  its  in- 
dorsement to  the  foundation  move- 
ment, f  The  resolution  was  introwticeu 
by  Dr.  .Charles  Rothschild.. 

President  Neuenschwander  appointed 
the  following  'nominating  committee  to 
bring  in  nominations  for  the  annual 
election  of'  officers,  which  will  be  held, 
knext:  month:  Harley  Somei's,  chair- 
man, Clem  ,T.  Lomont,  .  Charles  M, 
Wiener,  -Eugene  Hattersley  and  Jonn 
Dehner.  • 

Thomas  Stone,  Leon  Mariotte,  Syl- 
vester Zeis  a_nd  Edward  Ewald  were 
named  as  captains  from  the  Kiwanis 
club  for  the  drive  for  funds  by  the 
Council   of   Social  Agency. 

Harry  Achenbach,  chairman  of  the 
Kiwanis' entertainment  committee,  an- 
nounced' that  there  would  be  a  ladies' 
night  meeting  next  Tuesday  evening  at 
8)  o'clock  at  Wolf  &  Dessauer's.  The 
meeting  -yesterday  was  in  charge  of 
Fobert  j  W.  Fowler  and  Herbert,  Stelg- 
meyer.  #$' 

,     Speaking  on    the    "Fort  Wayne   Foun- 
dation,"   Mr.    Hall   said,    in    part:     . 

"The  Fort  AVayne  Foundation  is  a 
perpetual  community  trust  fund,  cre- 
ated .by  the  union  of  many  gifts  held 
ln;  trust,  contributed  and  managed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  community.  It  is 
neither  new  or  experimental,  but  was 
organized  here  as  the  result  of  the 
experience  of  about  seventy; five  other 
cities,  in  some  of  which  it  has  ueen 
established  for  many  years  and  in  all 
of  which  it  has  functioned  success- 
fully. ; 

"Such  a  fund  fulfills  a  real  need  in 
the  community.  There  is  a  growing 
tendency  on  tire  part  of  many  or  uur 
citizens  to  leave  after  them  some  en- 
during contribution  to^  the'  social 
•welfare  of  the  community  in  which 
they    have    lived    and    prospered. 

"Many  people  of  small  menns  have 
hesitated  to  make  gifts  or  bequests  to 
charities  for  the  reason  that  mey  leu 
they  could  give  so  little  that  not  much 
good ;  would  result.  I  Such  gifts  can  be 
made  throueh  the  foundation  with  the 
assurance  that  with  many  other  like 
gifts  the  total  will  be  very  substantial. 
Thus,  every  person,  no  matter  how 
small  his  means,  can  have  the  pleasure 
of  doing  his  part  toward  building  up  a 
large    fund.  ( 

'  "The  donations  and  gifts  'are  not 
made  directly  to  the  foundation,  but 
to  any  one  of  several  banking  institu- 
tions,, known  as  trustees,  to  be  held, 
however;  in  trust,  for  the  uses'  of  the 
foundation.--  The  trustees  are  the  Bow- 
ser Loan  andxTrust  company,  Citizens 
Trust-     company,      Dime      Savirgs      and 


Tmifet'  company,'  Farmers  Trust  com- 
pany, First  Nalonal  bank,  Lincoln  Na- 
tional bank,'  Lincoln*  Trust  company, 
Old  National  bank,  Peoples  Trust,  and 
Savings  bank/ and  Tri-State_Loan  .and 
Trust  company. 

■  "The  investment,  reinvestment  and 
perpetual  care  of  the  funds  donated 
will  be  in' the  hands  of  the  particular 
trustees  or  bankink  Institution,  to  which 
the  funds  have  been  left.  > 
■'■  "The  Fort  Wayne  Foundation  will 
provide  an  income  for  assisting  public 
educational,  charitable  or  benevolent 
institutions;  for  promoting  scientific  re- 
search for  the  advancement  of  human 
knowledge  and  the  alleviation  of  human 
suffering  or  the  suffering  of  animals;, 
for  the  care  of  the  sick,  aged  and  help- 
less; for  the  care  of  needy  men,  women 
and  children;  for  aiding  the  reforma- 
j  tlon  of  victims  of  narcotics,  drugs  and 
1  intoxicating  liquors,  released  Inmates 
iOf  penal  and  reformatory  institutions 
and  wayward  or  /delinquent  persons; 
for  the  improvement  of  living  and 
.  "working  conditions;  for  providing  facil- 
ities for  public  recreations;  for  the  en- 
Itles  for  publio  recreations;  for  the  en- 
couragement of  social '  and  domestic 
hygiene;  for  the  encouragement  of  sanl- 

■     tfltin*-'  on/1     mftasnirflg-  fnr_  thA    nrAVflaHMt 
Ofd*  "  " 

iSrMScnnrtme    r6meay^S  or   ameliorating 
v1,  4S&   resulting   therefrom, 
.'   ,  ine   distribution   of  funds   Is  admin 
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te    th«    nff  the    foundation    to    dis- 
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educational.  *Z*^J??°?}°  ™>*  Public 
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for  five  years  An  ™^mber'  and  serve 
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The  magnificent  new  building  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance  company  will  be  ded- 
icated on  Wednesday,  November  7,  at  which 
time  Postmaster  General  Harry  S.  New,  a  life-1 
long  friend  of  Arthur  F.  Hall,  president  of  the  i 
company,  will  be  the  principal  ^speaker. 

Fort  Wayne  is  proud  of  the  Lincoln  National  | 
Life  Insurance  company.  Although  one  of  the 
younger  insurance  companies  of  the  country, 
it  is  today  one  of  the  most  substantial.  Its 
rapid  growth  has  been  remarkable  and 
perhaps  never  before  has  been  equaled  in  the 
insurance  world.  At  its  head  are  men  of  splen- 
did business  judgment:  its  organizers  were 
men  of  vision  and  the  building  which  will  be 
dedicated  next  month  may  well  be  regarded  as 
a  monument  to  their  efforts. 
i  Fort  Wayne  also  is  proud  of  the  wonderful 
building  that  is  now  nearing  completion.  It 
would  be  a  credit  to  a  city  many  times  as  large 
as  Fort  Wayne.  '  Other  insurance  companies 
may  have  erected  larger   buildings,    but    cer- 
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Sf7b^ectA  i any, better  or  m^i 

been  made  for  "v^v  iw*!**8  J>t6™™    has 

4     the8  vlf  *f  ^  httle"  realize  per-' 

United  State -ft TLn i  f?ater  part  of  the 
fame  of  Fort  Wa^  Ththe  .name  and  the 
of  dollars  are  Bt  through  it  thousands 

Hundreds  are%ivpn«rn  iere  and  spent  here. 
ceipts  are  very  SS^  ?°Stal  re" 
maity  other  waVFo\en^yn1e1Ci?abSeendefilndd  '  ^ 

company.  ,  ^«*«onai.Life  Insurance) 


Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Purchases   Pickette's    Masterpiece 


»■  JE?  KeP^dvCf!°n  *?.  Abraham  Lincoln  la  from  the  famous  bronze  bas- 
relief  by  Plokette  which  was  recently  acquired  by  the  Lincoln    v,«„' 

to  be  one   of  the  best  In  existence   of  Lincoln,  was   on   exhibition   i„   th 
Chicago  Art  Institute  for  a  period  and  upon  lis  removal  a  copy  wis  pu4 
In  Its  place.     The  original,  purchased  hy  the  Lincoln  National  L^f7ln<,nr 
tWn   lTPanT'  Wil  I  h.l  °U  exhlbltl0»   a«i»»  the  home-cm    g  a"d  dedloal 
rixt  monThn        a  '      6  "^  LlnC°ln  Llf6  h0me   durin^   the  first  part   of 
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POST   OFflGE  DEPARTMENT 
Third  Assistant   Postmaster  General 
Washington 


September   29,    19E3. 


Memorandum  for   the   Postmaster  General: 

Replying   to   your   request   of   yesterday  and  returning 
herewith  letter   of  Mr.   A.    i?.   Hall,   President    of  the   Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance  Company,    i'ort  Wayne,    Indiana,    together 
with  the  documents  which  accompanied   it,    consisting   of  a 
photostatic  copy  of  a   letter   of    this  office   and    a  portrait   of 
Lincoln,    I  beg  to  inform  you  that    the   date   of   the    original  letter 
signed   by  A.   M.    Travers,   Acting   Ahird  Assistant   Postmaster  General, 
and    addressed  to  Mr.    L,   G.   Muller ,   Chicago,    Illinois,    is  December 
11,    1909. 

Concerning  Mr.   Hall's   further  request,    I  desire  to  also 
inform  you  that   the   No.    5  library  postal   card  issued   in  1911  con- 
tains the    likeness   of  Lincoln   furnished  by  Mr.   L.   G.    Muller    and 
mention  is  made   of  that   fact  in   the   annual  report   of  the   Department 
for  1909,   page   £95. 


In  1917  a  change  was  mad 
entirely  new  design  was  substitute 
Mr.  Muller.  It  appears  from  the 
the  change  was  made  for  the  reason 
badly  worn,  necessitating  the  maki 
found  that  better  printing  results 
design.  Of  course,  the  cards  bear 
mitted  by  Mr.  Muller  are  still  goo 
in  existence. 


e  in  the   No.    5  postal  card  and    an 
d   for    the    likeness   submit  ted  by 
records  of   the  Department    that 

that    the  printing  plates  were 
ng  of  new  plates.        It  was   also 

could  be   obtained  from  the  new 
ing  the   portrait   of  Lincoln  sub- 
d  for   postage   purposes   if  any  are 


Third  Assistant. 
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A.    Lincoln 

Portrait  adopted   by  the   U.    3.    Government 
in  Postal  Service 


This  Copyrighted  protrait   of  the   "Greatest 
American"   is   taken  from  the    famous  bronze  by 
Pickett,    exhibited   at  Chicago  Art  Institute. 
It   has  been   adopted   by  the    United   States  Government 
in  the   Postal  Service.        It  is   pronounced  by  George 
E.   .Roberts,   Director   of  the   United   States  Mint, 
prominent    bankers  and  members   of   the    Bar  as   "the 
finest   likeness   of  Lincoln  that   has   yet   appeared." 
Mrs.   Ella  Flagg  Young,    Superintendent    of  Education, 
has  placed   a  copy  in  every  public    school  in  Chic  ago. 
Hon.    William  Jennings  Bryan  says  "It   is   a  splendid 
piece   of  work".        Testimonials    from  scores   of  art 
connoisseurs   testify  to   its  beauty  and   artistic 
atmosphere.        It   is    the    standard  portrait    of   the 
Emancipator   today. 

A  copy  should   be   in  the    home   and   office   of  every 
true  American, 


Division  of  Stamps 


In  your  reply  refer  to 
BS   209 


POST   OFFICE  DEPARTMENT 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General 
Washington 

December   11,    1909 


Mr.    1.   0.   Muller, 

533-539  Wabash  Ave., 
Chicago,    ^11. 

-^ear   Sir : 

Please   accept    the  Department's  thanks  for  your 
letter  of  December  7,    authorizing   the  use  of  your  portrait 
of  Lincoln  as  the   subject   of   the    stamp  on  one    of   the  new 
postal  cards. 

If  the    portrait   is   used,    as  it   probably  will  be. 
credit   will  be   duly  accorded   you  in  the  next   published 
report   of  this   Office. 

Respectfully, 

A.   M.    Tr avers, 

Acting    Third  Assistant   Postmaster  General. 


ABRAHAM    LINCOLN 

Portrait  a<loj>le<l  hy  the  U.  S.  Government  in  Postal  Service 

^TThis  Copyrighted  portrait  of  the  "Greatest 
l|L  American"  is  taken  from  the  famous  bronze 
^■^  by  Pickett,  exhibited  at  Chicago  Art  Insti- 
tute. It  has  been  adopted  by  the  United  States 
Government  in  the  Postal  Service.  It  is  pro- 
nounced by  George  E.  Roberts,  Director  of  the 
United  States  Mint,  prominent  bankers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Bar  as  "the  finest  likeness  of  Lincoln 
that  has  yet  appeared."  Mrs.  Ella  Flagg  Young, 
Superintendent  of  Education,  has  placed  a  copy 
in  every  public  school  in  Chicago.  Hon.  William 
Jennings  Bryan  says  "It  is  a  splendid  piece  of 
work."  Testimonials  from  scores  of  art  connois- 
seurs testify  to  its  beauty  and  artistic  atmosphere. 
It  is  the  standard  portrait  of  the  Emancipator 
to-day. 

A  copy  should  be  in  the  home  and  office  of 
every  true  American. 


Moms  Book  Shop 

7  I   East  Adams  Street 

CHICAGO 


13x16    Photogravure,     Framed     in     Circassian 

Walnut $2.00 

22x28  two-color  Lithograph,  framed   in   hard- 
wood        5.00 

Bronzed  Metal  Bas  Relief,  25  inches  high  .    .    15.00 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago 


October,  1923 


Life  With  The  Lincoln 
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LINCOLN  MASTERPIECE   IS  NEW  EMBLEM 


The  reproduction  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  from 
the  famous  Pickette  bronze  bas-relief  which  has 
been  acquired  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  In- 
surance Company,  and  will  be  used  in  the  future 
as  the  Company  emblem.  The  likeness  is  conceded 
by  many  prominent  art  critics  to  be  one  of  the 
best  in  existence  of  the  Great  Emancipator;  and 
the  bronze  proved  to  be  a  great  attraction  during 
the  period  of  its  exhibition  in  the  Chicago  Art 
Institute. 

So  fine  is  the  profile  of  the  Great  American,  as 
presented  by  Pickette,  that  from  among  a  number 
of  entries  made  by  prominent  artists,  it  was  se- 
lected as  the  likeness  to  be  used  for  the  Lincoln 
stamp  on  United  States  postcards.  Through  the 
use  of  the  profile  on  the  government  cards  it  has 
become  familiar  to  thousands  and  thousands  of 
persons. 

The  copyright  of  the  likeness  has  been  secured 
by  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
and  the  profile  will  be  used  as  the  Company  em- 
blem. The  original  will  be  placed  in  the  elevator 
lobby  of  our  new  home  within  the  very  near  fu- 
ture. 

Lincoln  discouraged  litigation  and  as  counsel  al- 
ways advised  a  compromise.  Lincoln  was  not  a 
lawyer.  Lincoln  was  a  man  that  understood  law, 
and  then  practiced  largely  in  the  court  of  common 
sense — Compromise. 


BACK  IN  1890 

A  millionaire  hotel  owner  was  hopping  bells. 

America's  steel  king  was  stoking  a  blast  furnace. 

An  international  banker  was  firing  a  locomotive. 

A  President  of  the  United  States  was  running  a  print- 
ing press. 

A  railroad  president  was  pounding  a  telegraph  key. 

There's  always  room  at  the  top — where'll  you  be  in 
1946?— Selected. 


ANOTHER  DIAMOND 

Felix  Rousseau  was  the  lucky  one  this  time. 
When  he  persented  the  ring  to  Miss  Mildred  Dell 
she  said  "yes." 

Elsie  Grueb  entertained  Alice  Miller,  Dorothy 
Shunk,  Erna  Bruns,  Joy  Abbott,  Irene  Donnell  at 
her  home  on  October  5.  The  evening  was  spent 
in  sewing  until  10  o'clock,  at  which  time  refresh- 
ments were  served. 

The  Reinsurance  Department  enjoyed  a  party 
at  Rome  City  last  week.  Those  who  participated 
in  the  good  time  were  Corinne  and  Mildred  Bit- 
ner,  Waltha  McLaughlin,  Mildred  Bueter,  Irene 
Donnell,  Marcelline  Kleinrichert,  Ilean  Klingen- 
berger  and  Pauline  Metting. 

Miss  Alice  Miller  of  the  Department  of  Issue 
entertained  the  members  of  her  sewing  club  at 
her  home  on  St.  Joe  boulevard  on  Friday  evening. 
Later  in  the  evening  a  delightful  luncheon  was 
served. 

Miss  Dell  spent  Sunday,  October  14,  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Everybody  was  glad  to  see  Miss  Eleanor  Dru- 
hot  back  and  looking  so  well,  after  such  an  ex- 
tended illness. 

Dorothy  Rosenthal  and  Katherine  Jackson  en- 
tertained recently  with  a  pre-nuptial  party  for 
Evelyn  Barbier.  Progressive  hearts  was  the 
game  of  the  evening,  after  which  time  a  dainty 
luncheon  was  served.  The  decorations  were  car- 
ried out  in  pink  and  orchid.  The  hostesses  pre- 
sented the  honor  guest  with  a  gift  of  silver. 

Ina  Evans  of  the  Reinsurance  Department 
spent  last  week-end  in  Detroit,  Mich. 

Miss  Irene  Kirsch  of  the  Index  Department 
leaves  for  a  two  weeks'  vacation  at  St.  Louis  and 
Webster,  Mo.  While  in  St.  Louis  she  will  visit 
Hedi  Lange,  who  was  formerly  of  the  Actuarial 
Department. 

Last  Friday  evening  the  Index  Department  had 
a  surprise  party  at  the  home  of  Irene  Kirsch  for 
Erna  Horstmeyer,  who  is  leaving  for  Lagrange, 
Illinois.  Miss  Horstmeyer  was  presented  with  a 
gold  fountain  pen. 

Joy  Abbott  spent  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Octo- 
ber 14  and  15,  at  her  home  in  Indianapolis. 

Weltha  McLaughlin  left  Thursday  evening  for 
Ann  Arbor  to  attend  the  Michigan-Ohio  football 
game.  — By  Kathryn  Jackson. 


WHAT  DOES  IT  MEAN 

If  someone  who  is  acquainted  with  the  language 
of  flowers  will  enlighten  Willard  Plogsterth  and 
tell  him  just  what  a  chrysanthemum  stands  for, 
he  or  she  will  take  a  great  load  off  of  Bill's  mind. 
In  the  meanwhile  a  number  of  Lincoln  Lifers  are 
wondering  who  sent  Bill  the  solitary  but  beauti- 
ful bloom  which  arrived  in  his  office  one  afternoon 
fresh  from  the  florist,  and  are  watching  with  in- 
terest any  further  developments  of  the  romance. 


V 


October  12,  1926 


Hr,  W.  S.  Beiaing,  Vice-President, 
Public  Sayings, ,hiXe   Ingoir&nce  Co., 
Indianapolis,  Indians. 

Bear  Br.  Dealing: 

I  have  ordered  forwarded  to  you  one  of 
our  bronse  placques  of  Lincoln.   This  is  from  the 
original  bronze  by-Piqkett  which  we  osm. 

I  promised  also  to  let  you  know  the  name 
of  the  man  in  Detroit  who  furnishes  us  with  the  best 
inspection  reports  that  we  get  from  any  point  from 
anybody.   Els  name  and  address  follow: 

*r.  Henry  JfcOurry, 
Kresge , Building, 
Detroit.,  Michigan. 

X  enjoyed  getting  better  acquainted  with 
yon  last  week  and  hope  that  it  may  be  the  beginning 
of  a  lasting  friendship. 


lours  very  truly, 

President . 

AFHsSUD 


WILLIAM  G.  McADOO 
WILLIAM    H    NEBLETT 
J    F.  T.O  CONNOR 
BRICE  CLAGETT 
BEN    H    NEBLETT 


LAW  OFFICES 

OF 

MgAdoo.Neblett  &  O'Connor 

BANK  OF  ITALY  BUILDING 

LOS  ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


March  11,1927 


Mr.  Arthur  P.  Hall, 
Room  738 
Biltmore  Hotel, 
Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

My  dear  Mr.  Hall : 

I  hand  you  herewith  Lincoln  medal. 
This  was  struck  off  by  the  United  States  Mint  and 
considered  a  very  excellent  likeness  of  Mr.  Lincoln. 

I  hope  this  little  memento  will 
serve  to  strengthen  the  fine  friendships  and  memory 
of  the  banquet  last  evening. 

Very^_slncerely  your3, 


0«C:B 
ENC:1 


> 


April  28,  19£7 


Mr*  J*  F.  ?*  G1 Connor, 
McMoo,  Ifehiett  &  Q* Connor, 
iiaak  of  Italy  Iftiiioing, 
Los  ingcies,  California* 

Bear  Mr,  0* Connor* 

Ion  will  recall  that  os  the  11th  of  March  you 
sent  to  my  room  in  the  Biitmore  at  Los  £ngales  the  hiaooia 
medal  thai  Mr*  McMoo  had  struck  off  lay  the  United  States 
Mint.*   this  courtesy  MB  very  sincerely  appreciated  by  ae, 
although  the  great  length  of  time  that  has  ©lapsed  before 
making  ae&aosledgameat  to  you  would  hardly  .indicate  that  appre- 
ciation*  Tna  fact  is  I  luivs  not  been  home  v&cy  long  from  the 
western  trip  which  was  'extended  into  the  south  and  X  as  just 
now  getting  things  cleaned  up* 

We  ok  the  original  Pickett  broaae  of  Lincoln 
which  has  bean  used  as  a  model  by  the  Government  a  number  of 
time  a  on  coins,  etc*   From  time  to  time  we  have  had  replicas 
made  which  nave  bean  distributed  to  schools,  libraries  and 
friends*   I  find,  however,  that  we  have  none  left  on  hand* 
Se  have  ordered  a  new  supply  and  as  soon  as  the^  are  received 
X  snail  forward  one  to  you  for  your  office,   I  am  sure  you 
mill  value  it  highly  and  it  will  also  serve  the  purpose  of 
reminding  you  occasionally  of  some  of  your  frieaads  ia  this 
part  of  the  country* 

Kith  kindest  personal  regards,  I  am, 

Sincerely  yours, 


President* 
AK±:MD 


July  IS,  1^E7 


Mr*  J»  f.  2.  G*Coaaor, 
McMoos  Meblett  &  0*Goaaor, 

Baii&  of  Italy  Bailcila^, 
I*o s  iageles.  California.* 

Dear  i$f*  CGoimorj 

For  fear  you  m%~  act  bair©  it.  I  ast 
eiiolosinii  herewitii  copy  ©£  a  letter  I  arote  you 
oa  April  28tb* 

I  as  baring  forcaroed  to  yea  by  prepaid 
express  one  of  oar  09»  replicas  a£  tbe  original 
Pickett  feroase  of  Liacola*   I  trust  this  will  fiad 
a  welcome  place  oa  the  walls  of  oae  of  your  offices. 

SaouM  it  aappea  timt  Hr*  McMoo  weald 
like  aaotaer  one  of  tbsse,  I  sftaH  be  very  glad  to 
f eri&rd  it* 


SiaceraJy  years, 


president* 


aocl. 


LAW  OFFICES  OF 


WILLIAM  G    McADOO 
WILLIAM   H    NEBLETT 
J.  FT  O'CONNOR 
BRICE  CLAGETT 
BEN    H    NEBLETT 


McAdoo.Neblett,  O'Connor  &  Clagett 


LOS  ANGELES. CALIF    — 


WASHINGTON. D.C. 
I 


BANK  OF  ITALY   BUILDING 
LOS  ANGELES.  CALIFORNIA 

mmm  ml 


July  36, 


Hon.    Arthur   F.   Hall, 

President,   Lincoln  Nat'l  Life   Ins.    Co., 

Fort  Wayne  , 

Indiana. 


Referred  to 
REC'O  AUG 

Answered 


1    1927 


My  dear  Mr.   Hall: 


This   will  acknowledge   receipt 


replica  of 
Lincoln. 


the   original  Pickett  Bronze 


of 
of 


Nothing  has  come  to  me  in  a  long  time 
that  I  appreciate  as  much.  It  not  only  serves 
to  recall  a  crucial  period  in  American  history, 
but  will  also  serve  to  revive  the  memories  of 
a  very  happy  evening  spent  with  you  and  your 
associates. 

Mr.  McAdoo  is  at  our  Washington  office, 
and  when  he  returns  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
call  his  atte  ntion  to  your  letter  and  your  very 
kind  offer  to  send  him  one  of  these  beautiful 
replicas. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  kindness, 
I  beg  to  remain 


0«0-K 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


H5G03D  OF  LINCOLN'  HEAD  PLAQUES 
SBNT  THROUGH  PER50H2SEL  AKD  PLANNING  WBABHSKWI 


Number       Name 

1  J.   F.   T.   OfConnor 


1 


Richard  Lieber 


<       1  #     , Chas.  A. 

v   1     William  P.  Gleason,Supt. 

1     Marcus  Sonntag 
y    1     G.  M.  Semraes,  ?.  P. 


*  1 


C.  W.  Chase,  Pres. 


• 

1 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Barnhart 

V 

1 

Edward  C.  Burch 

s/ 

1 

Judge  Hurd  Hurst 

y 

1 

Abrara  Simmons 

V 

1 

Oscar  Foellinger 

/ 

1 

Thomas  Taggart,  Jr. 

1 

Louis  A.  Warren 

1 

Norman  A.  Buck 

Dr.  0.  E.  Hall 


Address  pate 

c/o  McAdoo,  Neblett  &  O'Connor      7-13-27 
Bank  of  Italy  Building 
Los  Angeles,  California 

Department  of  Conservation  9-27-27 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

South  Bend,  Indiana  9-27-27 

U.  8.  Steel  Mills  11-  9-27 

Gary,  Indiana 

Evansville,  Indiana  11-16-27 

Commercial  Trust  Company  11-29-27 

Gary,  Indiana 

City  Railways  Company  11-29-27 

Gary,  Indiana 

Rochester,  Indiana  11-29-27 

Monticello,  Indiana  11-29-27 

Peru,  Indiana  11-29-27 

Bluff ton,  Indiana  11-29-27 

Port  Wayne,  Indiana  11-30-27 

c/o  French  Lick  Springs  Hotel      12-  8-27 
French  Lick,  Indiana 

Zionsville,  Indiana  12-15-27 

434  Illinois  Building  12-15-27 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Auburn,  Inaiana  2-11-28 

(Delivered  to  Mr.  Foellinger) 
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Its  name  indicates  its  character  ' 


Louis  A.  Warren,  director 

LINCOLN   HISTORICAL   RESEARCH   FOUNDATION 


March  30,  1928 


^ 

M^ 


L*  C.  Muller  Co 
Seattle,  Washington 

Gentlenefc; 


Some  time  ago  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Insurance  company  purchased  from  you  the 
the  bronze  plaque  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  known 
ae  the  * ickett  Head* 

We  are  very  anxious  to  learn 
something  about  the  history  of  this  head  if 
possible  and  also  would  like  to  have  a  short 
biographical   sketch  of  the  man  Pickett^ 

Could  you  supply  this  data  or 
could  you  advise  us  where  we  might  secure  the 
information  we  desire* 


Respectfully  yours, 


LAW/  s 


April  6,  1928 


Librarian, Art  Departiaant 
Iadiaaapolis  Public  Library 
Indiaaapolla,  Indiana 

i^r  dear  Jl&dam: 

I  regret  that  it  was  not  possible  for  sis 
to  have  an  interview  with  yon  before  «<&tfi"H£  the  city 
on  wedneaday  afternoon*        I  tried  to  reacn  you  by  tele- 
phone bat  was  unsuccessful. 

I  was  wondering  whether  yon  had  been  able 
to  find  any  farther  information  relative  to  the  picicett 
plague. 

We  seem  to  have  exhausted  our  source  of 
info  mat  ion  here  at  Port   Jayne  and  would  be  pleased  if 
you  could  give  ua  any  advice  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
Lincoln  head  or  the    sculptor,  pickett. 

Thanking  you  for  past  favors,  we  are 

Sincerely  yours, 


LA'JjVL  Lincoln  Historical  Hesearch  Foundation, 


INDIANAPOLIS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

CHARLES  E.  RUSH.  Librarian  ^*.  St-  Clair  Square,  INDIANAPOLIS 


April  16,  1938 


Mr  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr  Warren: 

I  regret  to  report  that  we  have 
been  unable  to  locate  any  information  about  the 
Pickett  head  of  Lincoln.   Hiss  Jones  of  our  ref- 
erence department  suggests  that  you  write  to  Mr 
Paul  M.  Angle,  Secretary  of  the  Lincoln  Centennial 
Association,  701  First  National  Bank  Bldg.,  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  who  may  be  able  to  tell  you  somethiig 


Very  sincerely, 
Head  Art  and  Music  Division 


April  1?,  1958 


Mr.  J.  P.  fordyce 

1507  l.  c.  Smith  Building 

Seattle,  Washington 

My  dear  Mr»  Fordyces 

ft  hflve  been  trying  to  get  in 
communication  with  the  t,,  0.  l*uller  Co.  at  one  time 
located  in  the  "building  where  your  office  is 
situated* 

Our  letter  addressed  to  them  at  the 
aforesaid  address  has  been  returned  marked  unclaimed. 

Wr#  Shepherd  has  suggested  that  possibly 
you  might  he  able  to  locate  this  firm  if  they  are 
still  in  e-ristence,  of  if  the  co'spany  has  been 
dissolved  to  advise  us  of  the  probable  location 
of  any  of  the  firm  official?. 

The  enclosure  till  inform  you  of  our  purpose  in 
desiring  to  get  in  touch  with  them. 

You  may  feel  assured  that  we  will  appreciate 
any  effort  you  may  put  forth  in  this  matter. 

Hespectfully  yours, 


law/* 

"DC. 


Agency  of 

THEljNCOIN^ATIOXALllFE  IVSURV1VCE  fOMRUVY 


"Its  name  h 


HOME   OFFICE:   FORT  WAYNE  .INDIANA 

J.     P.     FORDYCE,    STATE     MANAGER 

R.   N.   LATTA,  CASHIER 

1507-8-9   L.  C.  SMITH   BUILDING 


character ' 


SEATTLE,  WASHINGTON 

April  16,  1928 


Mr.  Lewis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Instance  Co. 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  barren: 

The  Building  Management  advises  me  that  the 
L.  G.  Muller  Company  left  our  midst  some  time  in  1923. 
It  is  "believed  that  they  moved  to  San  Francisco.  The 
impression  I  gained  is  that  it  was  a.  one  man  company 
and  financially  not  very  heavy.  Present  address  unknown. 

Very  truly  yours, 


J?F:BL 


MEMORANDUM 


May  3,  1928 


ME.  SESPARB: 


When  we  will  have  completed  our  distribution  of  Lincoln 
heads  to  the  winners  of  the  various  County  Oratorical  Contests,  we 
will  have  approximately  one  hundred  heads  left  over.   It  has  occurred 
to  us  that  these  heads  might  be  effectively  used  in  promoting  interest 
in  The  Lincoln  National  Life,  through  the  medium  of  our  agency  force. 

It  is  our  suggestion  that  an  offer  bo  made  to  our  General 
Agents,  and  possibly  our  District  Agents,  located  in  communities  having 
fairly  large  high  schools,  to  present  on  behalf  of  The  Lincoln  National 
Life  Insurance  Company,  one  of  these  Lincoln  heads  as  a  trophy  for 
winning  some  form  of  contest. 

You  probably  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  it  is  quite  the 
custom  for  individuals  and,  in  some  instances,  local  companies  to 
donate  trophies  for  athletic  contests.  These  trophies  are  usually 
presented  to  the  high  school  winning  the  city  or  county  championship 
and  become  the  permanent  possession  of  the  institution  -£o*  winning  the 
championship  for  a  period  of  three  years,  either  consecutively  or  three 
years  regardless  of  the  order. 

It  is  our  thought  that  this  Lincoln  head  might  be  used  as 
a  trophy  to  be  presented  to  the  winner  of  a  debating  or  oratorical  contest, 
or  possibly  a  Lincoln  essay  contest,  conducted  annually.   It  is  assumed 
that  the  presentation  of  these  trophies  would  be  made  by  our  agents 
before  the  School  Assembly,  as  is  the  custom  -  and,  no  doubt,  would 
result  in  some  very  valuable  publicity  both  for  the  company  and  for  the 
local  agency  force. 

It  seems  that  this  plan  could  be  made  to  appear  attractive 
to  our  agency  force  and  would  be  consistent  with  your  desire  to  render 
helpful  service  to  our  field  men.   Our  agents  availing  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  this  plan  affords,  would  no  doubt  have  to  get  permission 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Education  or  the  County  Commissioners,  to 
present  our  award  for  the  high  school  contest  selected.  However,  I  feel 
very  sure  that  this  offer  would  be  accepted. 

In  the  event  the  suggestion  did  meet  with  the  approval  of 
the  School  authorities,  appropriately  engraved  plates  would  be  attached 
to  these  plaques  if  they  were  to  be  used  for  this  purpose. 


FLEiHU 


C0PI3S  FOR: 


I.  L.  Rowland 


^-Mr.  Dern 
Mr.  Hermann 
Mr.  Mead 


LAW  OFFICES 

ROSENTHAL.  KURZ  &  TIEDEBOHL 


JAMES    ROSENTHAL 
ADOLPH    KURZ 
EDWARD   R.   TIEDEBOHL 
SIDNEY   LEVY 


CONTINENTAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  BANK   BUILDING 
CHICAGO 


July  25,  1928 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

c/o  Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co., 

Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Doctor :- 

In  rummaging  through  ray  old  papers  I 
ran  across  your  letter  of  March  30th  last,  inquiring  about 
the  Pickett  head  of  Lincoln  and  about  the  history  of  the 
sculpture  Pickett  who  made  it.   I  don't  know  how  I  happened 
to  overlook  your  letter  and  blame  you  for  not  having  written 
to  me  again  calling  my  attention  to  the  same.   I  have  no 
recollection  of  receiving  it  either,  but  I  certainly  did,  so 
I  hastened  to  see  what  I  could  find  in  reference  to  the 
matter. 

The  only  item  I  can  find  relating  to  the 
medallion  was  in  the  Art  Institute  from  scrap-book  entitled 
"American  Sculpture",  Section  M.R.  II,  page  23,  in  the  Dan 
Burnham  Library,  Art  Institute,  Chicago.   Cut  of  the  Lincoln 
medallion  by  Pickett,  about  three  inches  high.  Copyrighted 
in  1908  by  L.  G.  Muller  with  the  inscription  underneath  - 
"The  original  of  this  medallion  was  modeled  by  the  sculptor 
Pickett  who  worked  with  Douglas  Volk,  the  maker  of  the  death 
mask*  of  President  Lincoln.   It  is  remarkable  in  that  it 
shows  the  exceptional  strength  of  Lincoln's  face". 

*  Life  mask  it  should  be. 

This  was  cut  from  some  paper.   I  could  find 
nothing  as  to  Pickett,  not  even  his  full  name.   I  tried  to 
reach  Lorado  Taft,  but  he  is  in  Europe.   I  thought,  perhaps, 
he  would  know  who  Pickett  was.   I  also  tried  to  find  L.  G. 
Muller,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  locate  him.   In  1913 
there  was  an  L.  G.  Muller  with  the  International  Press  Bureau, 
I  learned  he  was  there  only  a  short  time  and  that  he  was  a 
bond  salesman.   I  will  make  further  inquiries  and  see  whether 
I  can  get  more  definite  information. 

In  my  collection  I  have  a  picture  of  the 
bronze  which  simply  shows  that  it  was  copyrighted  in  1908  by 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren  #3 


L.  G.  Muller,  Chicago.   I  also  have  another  picture  of  the 
same  but  not  indicating  that  it  was  copyrighted.  From  the 
picture  it  appears  to  be  a  very  excellent  piece  of  work.  Can 
you  learn  from  the  insurance  company  from  whom  the  original 
bronze  was  purchased?  In  that  way  I  may  be  able  to  trace  it. 

Do  you  ever  come  my  way?   Drop  in  I  have 
much  to  show  you. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  am, 

Yours  since 


P.  S.  The  Beveridge  Life  of  Lincoln  will  be  published  some 
time  in  October   Subscriptions  for  same  are  being 
taken  now,  especially  for  the  limited  edition  of 
one  thousand  copies  which  promises  to  be  quite  extra- 
ordinary.  If  you  or  your  company  are  interested 
let  me  know  at  once  as  I  am  in  touch  with  the  Houghton 
Mifflin  people  here  in  Chicago.   I  enclose  a  prospectus 
of  the  manuscript  edition.  The  Standard  Library 
edition  will  sell  for  $20.00  in  cloth  binding. 


JR:W 


Post  GDfe  Sfepartmntt 

THIRD  ASSISTANT  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 


WaBljittgtmt 


December  15,    1928. 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 

c/o  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

My  dear  Sir: 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  December  11,  relative  to  the 
Lincoln  portrait  used  on  the  No.  5  postal  card  issued  in  1911. 

The  files  of  the  Department  show  that  when  the  design  for 
this  card  was  being  considered  there  was  correspondence  with  Mr. 
L.  G.  Muller,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  who  authorised  the  use  of  his 
copyrighted  portrait  of  Lincoln  as  the  subject  for  the  new  card. 
Acknowledgment  was  made  of  this  courtesy  on  page  23   of  the  Report 
of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1910,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed  for  your  informa- 
tion. 

Concerning  the  bronze  bust  of  Lincoln,  which  you  state  was 
the  work  of  Mr.  Pickett,  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no 
information  available  on  this  subject  in  the  Department's  records. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Third  Assistant  Post 


PWG-k 


THE  ART  INSTITUTE  OF  CHICAGO 


potter  palmer,  president 
robert  allerton,  vice-president 
cyrus  Mccormick,  jr.,  vice-president 
walter   b.   smith,    treasurer 


ROBERT  B.  HARSHE,  DIRECTOR 
CHARLES  F.  KELLEY,  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR 
CHARLES    H.    BURKHOLDER,    SECRETARY 


RYERSON       LIBRARY 


MARTIN  A.  RYERSON,  HON.  PRESIDENT 
FRANK  C.  LOGAN,  HON.  VICE-PRESIDENT 
WILLIAM  O.  GOODMAN,  HON.  VICE-PRESIDENT 
TELEPHONE      CENTRAL      7080 


January  21,   1929 


Dear  Sir: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  December  26,  1928,  we 
regret  that  after  a  thorough  search  we  are  not  able  to  find  infor- 
mation about  the  bronze  plaque  of  Lincoln  you  are  asking  about,  or 
about  the  sculptor. 

In  a  file  of  clippings  we  find  two  illustrations  of 
this  plaque  with  the  following  lines  below: 

"The  original  of  the  medallion  was  modelled  by  the  sculptor,  Pickett, 
who  worked  with  Douglas  Valk,  the  maker  of  the  death  mask  of 
President  Lincoln.  It  is  remarkable  in  that  it  shows  the  exceptional 
strength  of  Lincoln's  face." 

And  under  the  other  illustration:   "This  copyrighted 
portrait  of  the  'Greatest  American'  is  taken  from  the  famous  bronze 
by  Pickett,  exhibited  at  Chicago  Art  Institute.  It  has  been  adapted 
by  the  United  States  Government  in  the  Postal  Service.   It  is  pro- 
nounced by  George  E.  Roberts,  Director  of  the  United  States  Mint, 
prominent  bankers  and  members  of  the  Bar  as  'the  finest  likeness  of 
Lincoln  that  has  yet  appeared1.  Mrs.  Ella  Flagg  Young,  Superintendent 
of  Education,  has  placed  a  copy  in  every  public  school  in  Chicago...". 
\ 

The  records  of  The  Art  Institute  exhibitions  have  been 
searched  and  no  mention  has  been  found  of  its  being  exhibited  here. 

Yours  very  truly, 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 


S.  Louise  Mitchell,  Librarian. 


Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne  Indiana. 

£L:,:E 


h  yy  o  qo  small  Agency^ 

We  Insure  Everything  but  the  Hereafter 
Fidelity  Trust  Building 

INSURANCE  V7  °  AP1 

SURETY   BONDS  INDIANAPOLIS 


NAGERS 


August  24,    1931,  UG<  251931 


Arthur  M.  Hall,  President, 
Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Oo., 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 

Dear  Mr.  Hall: 

While  visiting  our  mutual  friend,  J.  I.  Holcomb,  at  his 
office,  at  the  Holcomb  &  Hoke  Manufacturing  Company 
recently,  I  noticed  a  very  attractive  bas  relief  bust  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  received  it 
from  you. 

If  it  is  not  imposing  on  your  good  nature  too  much,  I 
would  appreciate  very  much  if  you  could  send  me  one  of 
these  as  I  admired  it  very  much  and  would  be  very  glad 
to  give  it  a  conspicuous  place  in  my  office. 

I  think  you  know  my  son,  Barrett,  who  is  connected  with 
the  American  Life  Convention.  He  had  an  automobile 
accident  about  two  months  ago  and  is  still  laid  up  at 
the  Methodist  Hospital  here,  with  a  broken  thigh. 

With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes, 

Yours  very  sincerely 


HHW:EM 


H.  H.  Woodsmall 


September  IS,  1931 


My.  H.  H.  Wooaamall 

1*1  deli  ty  frast  Baildlag 
Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Dear  Wood  small: 

Upon  lay  return  from  a  vacation,  X  find 
aval  ting  at*  yonr  letter  of  Magna  t  24  th  aaldag  for  one  of 
the  replicas  of  oar  Lincoln  Fiekett  head* 

la  have  hundreds  of  requests  for  thes© 
replicas  vhieh  «a  cannot  fulfill  on  account  of  the  expense 
entailed;  however,  an  account  of  oar  lifelong  friendship, 
X  m  going  to  make  an  ejeseptten  fa  your  aaea  aad  haw  one 
forwarded  to  yen  ia  the  hope  that  you  may  find  a  place  for 
it  la  year  office  where  it  aay  at  least  he  of  aoase  small 
baaefit  to  us. 

I  attend  so  t aw  meetings  of  the  Aaerlcan 
Life  Convention  that  If  I  hare  net  yoar  aoa  Barrett  I  doa*t 
reaeofeer  his*      X  «a  sorry  indeed  ta  hear  that  he  suit  with 
such  a  serious  automobile  accident  hat  hope  he  will  have  a 
speedy  recovery* 

With  sincere  personal  regard a*  I  am, 

Vary  traly  years, 


AfHiKD 


President. 
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THE  LINCOLN  NATIONAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 
Its  Name  Indicates  Its  Character 


i. 


W.    J.    GRADY.    Pots.    A    Treas 


F.    E.    MOSKOVICS,    Vice-Pres 


W.    W.    ELLISON,    Seo 


B.    A.    DICKERSON,    Gen'l    Sales    M< 


EYRIES  ^lAKXTFA^CTXTREVG   COMPANY 


Z  -:^-'        '    ■— i 


ADJUSTABLE 

ELECTRIC   BRACKETS 
PORTABLE    LAM  PS 
METAL  SHADES 
snrf  FIXTURES 
BRASS    FITTINGS 


SPINNING,  STAMPING 
AUTOMATIC 

SCREW  MACHINE  WORK 
BRASS,  BRONZE 
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RK'0  MAR  20  , 

Answered 


$fflavf 


Grent  leii.en: 


At  ten;   president 


fe  are  fortunate  in  having  a  pattern  for  casting  a  beautiful 
oust  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  solid  oronze.   It  is  a  perfect 
liiceneias  with  unusually  fine  detail  that  stands  out  im- 
pressively on   background  having  leather  framed  effect.   The 
casting  is  oval  in  shape,  overall  dimension  Sy*"wide,  10-|-w 
long. 


The  thought  occured  to  u&  tnat  this  symbol  of  .your  name 
would  make  an  appropriate  ana  very  aesirable  hanging  in 
,)•  our  offices  and  in  the  office  of  all  agents  representing 
you. 

We  could  produce  these  castings  in  quantities  at  a  very 
reasonaole  price,  considering  it  is  a  work  of  art,  and 
would  appreciate  learning  your  attitude  in  the  matter. 

Thanking  you  for  this  consideration  and  awaiting  your 
reply,  we  are, 


Dictated  by 

A  H  ITOLLKb]:!.! 


Yours  truly, 


FARIES  MANUFACTURING}  COMPANY 


£ss 


iDecorate\vith  cMistic  LightingEquipment 


March  20,  1933 


Mr.  A,  H,  HoaUss,  Asst.   Sales  Manager 
Stories  Manufacturing  Company 
Decatur,  Illinois 

My  dear  Mr*  Noelfees 

Thank  you  very  much  for  calling  to  our 
attention  the  availability  of  Lincoln  plaques  which 
you  hate  In  your  possession  but  Inasmuch  as  we  own 
the  original  Pickett  heed  of  Lincoln,  ell  our  re-  ^| 

productions  are  made  from  it. 

¥ery  sincerely  yours, 


Director 
LM?LH  Lincoln  Historical  Besaarch  Foundation 


L 
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MALLETT'S     LIBRARY    OF     REPRODUCTIONS:      A      COLLECTION     OF  PICTURES     OF     PAINTINGS.    SCULPTURE.    ENGRAVINGS,   ETCHINGS,      LITERATURE,    ANTIQUES. 
PLACES.     PEOPLE,     PORTRAITS,     ETC.       CONSULT    BY     CORRESPONDENCE. 

MALLETT'S  INDEX  OF  ARTISTS:  AN  ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  ABOUT  30,000  ARTISTS.  OF  ALL  AGES  AND  SCHOOLS;  GIVING  PLACE  AND  YEAR  OF  BIRTH 
AND  DtCTH,  WITH  ADDRESSES  OF  LIVING  ARTISTS,  TOGETHER  WITH  KEYED  REFERENCE  TO  BIOGRAPHICAL  SOURCES  OF  INFORMATION.  ALSO  A  LIST  OF 
MORE  THAN  ONE  THOUSAND  REFERENCE  VOLUMES  CONCERNING  ARTISTS  AND  THEIR  WORK;  WITH  AN  ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  THE  AUTHORS.  THIS  IS  ALL 
CONTAINED  IN  ONE  CONVENIENT  VOLUME  AND  MAY  BE  FOUND  IN  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  AND  ART  MUSEUMS.  OR  OBTAINED  FROM  ANY  BOOKSELLER,  OR 
DIRECT     FROM     THE     UNDERSIGNED. 

DANIEL     TROWBRIDGE     MALLETT 

363    PROSPECT   AVENUE 

HACKENSACK,    NEW   JERSEY,    U.S.A. 
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November  8,  1935 


Mr.  Daniel  T.  Mallett 

363  prospect  Avenue 
Hackansaak,  Hew  Jersey 

My  dear  Sir* 

We  have  been  advised  that  possibly  you  might 
^ive  us  some  Information  about  a  sculptor  by  the  name 
of  C.  Pickett,  a  student  of  St.  Gaudens  and  who  made  a 
plague  of  Lincoln  in  1873.  Possibly  your  files  will 
give  some  information  about  this  oaa  and  we  should  like 
very  raach  to  have  it  if  it  is  available. 

You  will  please  find  enclosed  a  bulletin 
which  might  be  of  interest  to  you  in  which  we  have  listed 
the  living  Lincoln  sculptors  who  have  made  heroic  bronze 
statues  of  hira. 

Yery  truly  yours, 


UWfLR 

Knc.      / 


Director 


MALLETT'S  LIBRARY  OF  REPRODUCTIONS:  A  COLLECTION  OF  PICTURES  OF  PAINTINGS,  SCULPTURE.  ENGRAVINGS.  ETCHINGS,  LITERATURE,  ANTIQUES. 
PLACES.     PEOPLE.     PORTRAITS,     ETC.       CONSULT    BY    CORRESPONDENCE. 

MALLETT'S  INDEX  OF  ARTISTS:  AN  ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  ABOUT  30,000  ARTISTS,  OF  ALL  AGES  AND  SCHOOLS;  GIVING  PLACE  AND  YEAR  OF  BIRTH 
AND  DE;TH,  WITH  ADDRESSES  OF  LIVING  ARTISTS,  TOGETHER  WITH  KEYED  REFERENCE  TO  BIOGRAPHICAL  SOURCES  OF  INFORMATION.  ALSO  A  LIST  OF 
MORE  THAN  ONE  THOUSAND  REFERENCE  VOLUMES  CONCERNING  ARTISTS  AND  THEIR  WORK;  WITH  AN  ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  THE  AUTHORS.  THIS  IS  ALL 
CONTAINED  IN  ONE  CONVENIENT  VOLUME  AND  MAY  BE  FOUND  IN  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  AND  ART  MUSEUMS.  OR  OBTAINED  FROM  ANY  BOOKSELLER.  OR 
DIRECT    FROM    THE    UNDERSIGNED. 

DANIEL    TROWBRIDGE     MALLETT 

363    PROSPECT   AVENUE 

HACKENSACK.    NEW   JERSEY,    U.S.A. 
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Kovenvber  15,  1935 


Whitney  Museum  of  American  Art 
10  West  8th.  Street 
Hew  York,  New  York 

Gentlemen: 

We  axe  interested  in  securing  some  information 
about  Pickett,  the  sculptor,  who  made  a  bronze  plaque  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  1873.  At  the  time  he  was  a  student 
under  Augustus  St.  Gaudens. 

We  understand  that  there  is  some  of  his  work 
in  the  Whitney  Museum  of  American  Art  and  possibly  you 
have  some  biographical  information  about  him,  so  we 
would  appreciate  very  much  any  information  which  is 
available. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:LH 


Director 


WHITNEY  MUSEUM   OF  AMERICAN  ART 

G        )■.         K         I         R         (  DE  V.  W        H        I         T        N         /•'         >'  ■  I  o  I  ,\  /i         /.        K 


TEN    WEST     EI  GHTH 


JULIANA   FORCE  ■Director 


STREET  •    N  EW    YORK 


HERMON    MORE-  Curator 


November  21,  1955 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,         Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Warren :- 


I  regret  very  much  that  I  have  been  unable 
to  find  any  information  in  regard  to  the  sculptor,  Pickett, 
about  whom  you  enquire  and  whom  you  describe  as  a  pupil i of 
Augustus  Saint  Gaudens. 

I  have  made  inquiries  in  vain  of  a  sculptor 
with  an  extensive  personal  knowledge  of  sculptors  of  that 
period  and  have  also  enquired  of  the  sculpture  department 
of  Gorham  and  Company  who  would  be  liable  to  be  familiar  with 
names  of  any  prominence  in  that  field. 

The  artist. ,  Joseph  Pickett,  represented  in 
the  Museum  collection  was  a  painter  who  lived  in  New  Hope,  Pa. 
and  although  he  was  alive  in  1873  it  seems  unlikely  from  the 
known  circumstances  of  his  life  and  the  characteristics  of  his 
work  that  he  was  ever  a  pupil  of  Saint  Gaudens  or  the  author 
of  the  bronze  plaque  of  Lincoln  which  you  mention. 

The  Augustus  Saint  Gaudens  Memorial,  Windsor, 
Vermont  of  which  Mr.  Homer  Saint  Gaudens  is  Director  may  be 
able  to  give  you  some  information  in  regard  to  Pickett,  the 
sculptor  of  the  Lincoln  plaque. 

Sincerely  yours, 


JF/DF 


DIRECTOR 


November  15,  1935 


Modern  Maseum  of  Art 
West  53rd  Street 
Mm  York,  lew  York 

C-entleiaenj 

We  have  been  advised  that  there  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Modern  Museum  of  Art  a  study  by  Pickett. 

We  have  here  in  our  possession  an  original 
bronse  plaque  fcijpde  by  a  sculptor  by  the  name  of  Pickett 
and  we  would  like  very  much  to  secure  some  biographical 
material  about  him  if  such  is  available. 

Anything  you  may  do  to  assist  us  in  this 
respect  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Tery  truly  yours, 


XJtWtLK 


Director 


Trustees 

President: 

A.  Conger  Goodyear 

1st  Vice-President: 

Mrs.  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr. 

2nd  Vice-President: 
Stephen  C.  Clark 

Secretary-  Treasurer: 
Samuel  A.  Lewisohn 

Frederic  C.  Burt  let  t 

Cornelius  N.  Bliss 

Mrs.  Robert  Woods  Bliss 

Mrs.  W.  Murray  Crane 

The  Lord  Duveen  of  Millbank 

Raymond  B.  Fosdick 

Philip  Goodwin 

Mrs.  Charles  S.  Payson 

Duncan  Phillips 

Mrs.  Stanley  Resor 

Nelson  A.  Rockefeller 

Paul  J.  Sachs 

Mrs.  John  S.  Sheppard 

Edward  M.  M.  Warburg 

John  Hay  Whitney 


Director: 

Alfred  H.  Barr,  Jr. 

Executive  Director 

Thomas  Dabney  Mabry,  Jr.         > 


r 


u 


The  Museum  of  Modern  Art 


11  West  53rd  Street  .New    York    N.  Y. 


Telephone:  Circle  7-7470 


Cable  Address:  Modernart 


November  25,  1935 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Historical  Research  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

The  study  by  Pickett  to  which  you  refer  in  your  letter  of 
November  15th  is  not  owned  by  this  Museum  but  was  exhibited 
here  in  the  American  Folk  Art  Exhibition,  It  is  owned  by  a 
private  collector  in  New  York.  It  is  a  very  interesting  oil 
painting  called  "Manchester  Valley"  showing  a  view  of  the 
town  of  New  Hope,  Pa.  Joseph  Pickett  (1848-1918)  was  a  self- 
taught  painter  who  ran  a  grocery  store  in  New  Hope.  He  painted 
only  three  large  canvases,  "Washington  under  the  Council  Tree" 
now  in  the  Newark  Museum,  "Coryell's  Ferry  and  Washington 
Taking  Views"  now  in  the  Whitney  Museum  of  American  Art,  New 
York. and  the  "Manchester  Valley." 

I  am  almost  sure  that  the  bronze  plaque  which  you  have  could 
not  have  been  made  by  the  same  Pickett.  Possibly  the_JLrt- 
Department  of  the  New  York  Public  Library  could  help  you  find 
this  sculptor. 


DM/bs 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
Assistant  to  the  Director 


*»?* 


November  27,  19S5 


Art  Department 

New  York  Public  Library 

Hew  York,  Hew  York 

Gentlemen? 

For  a  long  time  we  have  been  attempting 
to  discover  some  biographical  data  about  a  sculptor 
by  the  name  of  C.  Pickett.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
bora  in  Prance  and  studied  under  Saint  Ga-adens.  'Hi© 
Lincoln  profile  in  bronze,  a  picture  of  which  we  en- 
close and  the  original  of  which  is  in  our  possession, 
seems  to  have  been  the  only  outstanding  work  he  ever 
did.  This  head  you  will  recognize  as  having  been 
used  on  the  one  cent  postal  card  library  edition. 

?e  are  wondering  if  you  can  find  for  us  any 
Information  at  all  about  this  sculptor  as  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  in  the  book  of  sculpture  or  any  of  the 
any  sources  which  one  would  naturally  consult  any  in- 
formation whatever  about  this  man. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  keep  the  portrait  and 
we  trust  it  may,  in  a  measure,  compensate  you  for  any 
trouble  to  which  you  may  be  put  in  consulting  your 
records . 

Yours  very  truly, 


LAW:LH 


Director 


%\\t  $m  Ifmrk  |foMfc  ^ibratg 

^sinr,  %tnax  anb  ^Hbctt  Jflmmbattans 


REFERENCE   DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF 
Fifth  Avenue  fcf  42ND  Street  ^(ew  York,      December    3       1935 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  November  27th: 

We  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  photograph 
of  the  Lincoln  profile  in  bronze  by  Byron  M.  Pickett. 

Our  art  division  was  not  able  to  find 
much  information  about  Pickett.    It  has  prepared 
the  attached  report,  which  we  take  pleasure  in 
forwarding  to  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 

K.  D.  Met calf 
Chief  of  the  Reference  Department 


CM 


Letter  of  Mr.  L.A.  Warren,  dated  Nov.  27,  1935 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne 
Indiana 


Pickett,  Byron  M 

"Self  taught  sculptor.   Born  Jordan,  Onondaga  County,  New  York. 
Author  of  several  beautiful  marble  works,  among  others  "Oenone", 
exnioited  at  the  National  Academy  in  1868.   He  recently  produced 
a  fine  statue  of  S..F.B.  Morse" 

(Drake,  F. S.  Dictionary  of  American  biograohy.   Boston.  James 
R.  Osgo.od  and  Go.   1372.) 

"We  give  an  engraving  of  the  statue  of  Professor  S.F.B.  Morse, 
designed  for  Central  park.   The  statue  is  seven  and  a  half  feet 
high.   It  was  moulded  by  Byron  M.  Pickett  and  cast  at  the  National 
Fine  Art  Foundry  in  East  Twenty-Fifth  St.,  by  Maurice  J.  Power." 

(Harper's  Weekly,   v. 15.   June  24,  1871.  Text,  p. 582,  engraving, 
p. 573. ) 

"Samuel  Finley  Breese  Morse,  1791-1872.   American  artist  and 
inventor  of  electric  telegraph.   Artist,  Byron  M.  Pickett. 

A  bronze  figure,  heroic  size,  of  a  man  with  long  hair  and 
whiskers  stands  on  a  granite  pedestal.   An  ample  cloak  hangs  from 
his  right  shoulder  covering  his  arm,  while  in  the  hand  he  holds 
a  feather.   His  left  hand  rests  on  a  Morse  telegraph  instrument 
standing  on  a  column.   Signed.  B.M.  Pickett.  Sculpt.   1870. 
Given  to  the  City  in  1871.   Inscription,  Morse." 

(New  York  City.  Art  Commission   Catalogue  of  the  works  of 
art  belonging  to  the  city  of  New  York.   1909.   p. 178.) 

An  account  of  the  unveiling  of  the  Morse  statue  is  given  in, 
Morse,  Edward  Lind,  editor   Samuel  F.B.  Morse,  his  letters  and 
journals.   New  York.   Houghton  Mifflin  Co.   1914.   v. 2.    p. 482-84. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  some  of  his  works  exhibited  at 
the  National  Academy  of  Design,  New  York  City. 

"Rev.  Jas.  B.  Hardenbergh,  D.D.  "  No.  608.  Byron  M.  Pickett, 
1228  Broadway.   Exhibition  of  1367. 
"Portrait  bust"  No.  552  Byron  M,  Pickett,  596  Broadway. 
Exhibition  of  1868. 
"Portrait  bust"  No.  519.  B.M.  Pickett.   768  Broadway. 

Exhbition  of  1875. 
"The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Hopkins-  plaster  bust"  No. 307. 

Byron  M.  Pickett.   596  Broadway.  Exhibition  of  1868/9. 


Art  Division 
Dec.  2,  1935 
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LINCOLN   \5?  NATIONAL 
LIFE  FOUNDATION 


Louis  A.  Warren 

HISTORICAL  RESEARCH  DIRECTOR 


Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


December  6,   1935 


Research  bureau 
interprets  the  life  of  lincoln  as  re- 
vealed in  authorized  public  records 
and  original  manuscripts. 


Library  Bureau 
gathers  and  catalogues  all  classes  of 
lincoln  literature  for  its  reference 

LIBRARY. 


Postmaster 

Jordan 

Onondaga  Count;'-,  N.  Y, 


My  dear  Sir; 


PUBLICATION    BUREAU 

ISSUES  A  WEEKLY  BULLETIN  LINCOLN  LORE 
AND  PREPARES  HISTORICAL  DATA  FOR  RE- 
LEASE IN  BOOKS,  PAMPHLETS.  MAGAZINES. 
AND   NEWSPAPERS. 


INFORMATION    BUREAU 
COMPILES.      INDEXES,      AND     MAKES     AVAIL- 
ABLE  INFORMATION,  BEARING  ON  THE  SUB- 
JECT OF  LINCOLNIANA. 


We  are  very  anxious  to  discover,  if  we  can, 
whether  or  not  there  are  any  descendants  of  Byron  M.  Pickett, 
still  living  in  Jordan.  Ke  was  living  as  late  as  1870 
as  we  happen  to  have  a  "bronze  plaque  which  is  said  to  have 
been  made  by  him. 

He  was  a  sculptor  of  some  note,  so  we  are  very 
anxious  to  get  in  touch  with  his  family  to  learn  more 
about  him,  if  possible. 

We  would  appreciate  any  help  you  might  give  us 
in  locating  his  family. 


Exhibit  bureau 
collects  and  displays  in  its  museum; 
manuscripts.    portraits,    curios,    and 
souvenirs  associated  with  lincoln. 


Speakers  bureau 
provides    speakers    for    meetings   of 
civic    clubs.    school    groups.  church 
organizations.  etc. 


Educational  Bureau 
promotes    essay    contests,    arranges 
programs.  and  stimulates  an  interest 
in  the  study  of  lincoln's  life. 


Memorial  Bureau 
marks    sites    of    historical    signifi- 
cance,   and   emphasizes    anniversary 
occasions  associated  with  lincoln. 


LAW:EB 


/-Vejy  truly  yours, 

Hjuu^  CXQJolaAj^ 

v  I  Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  /Foundation 
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Ebie  Insurance  Exchange 

STATE  AT   TENTH 

309-312   SCOTT    BLOCK 

Erie.  Pa. 

May   8,    1936. 

Erie  Indemnity  Company  H.  O.  HIRT 

ATTORNEY-IN-FACT  PRESIDENT 


Dr .  Lew  is  A  ,W  arren, 

c/o   Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,    Ind . 

Dear  Doctor: 

Mr.  Robert  P.  King,  who  is  the  possessor  of  a  picket 
medallion  bearing  the  head  of  Lincoln,  has  told  us 
that  we  might  secure  one  of  these  plaques  or  medallions 
through  your  organization. 

Will  you  kindl  tell  us  on  what  terms  this  may  be  secured' 
We  desire  it  as  an  ornament  in  our  office. 

Yours  very  truly, 


H.  0.  Hirt 
HOH/LM 


May  12,  1936 


Mr.  H.  0.  Kirt 
309-312  Scott  Block 
2rie,  Pennsylvania 

My  dear  ^r.  Hirt* 

We  regret  very  much  that  we  do  not  have  In 
our  possession  any  medallions  bearing  the  head  of 
Lincoln  by  Pickett. 

W#  do  have  a  vary  large  plaque  which  la 
available  through  our  sales  department  at  $10.00. 
This*  however,  is  a  large  heavy  plaster  reproduction 
25  inches  tall  and  19  inches  wide.  I  do  not  think, 
however,  this  is  what  you  have  in  mind. 

I  do  not  remember  ever  having  seen  the 
small  medallion  of  the  Pickett  head. 

Very  truly  yours 


LaWlLH 
L.A.larren 


Director 


President 
>         E.  B.  FINEGAN 
Chief  Traffic  Officer 
»     Chicago,  Milwaukee,  St.  Paul 
, '  and  Pacific  Railway 

Secretary 

GEO.  H.  WEISS 

Shipping  Editor 

Chicago  Journal  of  Commerce 

♦ 

Directors 

D.  W.  C.  BECKER 

Director  Traffic  Management  Department 

La  Salle  Extension  University 

W.  HAYWOOD 
Freight  Traffic  Manager 
Illinois  Central  System 

P.  F.  KUHLMAN 

President 

Iroquois  Coal  Company 

W.  F.  MULLADY 

President 

Decatur  Cartage  Company 


First  Vice-President 

S.  L  FELTON 

General  Traffic  Manager 

Acme  Steel  Company 


Second  Vice-President 

J.  H.  BURKE 

Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

Chicago  Tunnel  Transport  Company 

Chicago  Warehouse  and  Terminal  Co. 

Chicago  Tunnel  Company 


'r 

CLUB  FLOOR,  PALMER  HOUSE 
PHONE:  STATE  0363 

H.  E.  MACNIVEN 
MANAGER 

♦ 

CHICAGO 


Third  Vice-President 
R.  V.  CRAIG 
General  Traffic  Manager 
Allied  Mills,  Inc. 

Treasurer 

R.  J.  WALLACE 

Traffic  Manager 

Jaques  Manufacturing  Company 


Directors 

E.  V.  MURPHY 
General  Traffic  Agent 

New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  Company 

A.  H.SCHWIETERT 

Traffic  Director 

The  Chicago  Association  of  Commerce 

TOM  WALL 

General  Agent,  Passenger  Department 

Canadian  Pacific-Soo  Line  Railways 

F.  J.  WASSON 

General  Traffic  and  Industrial  Manager 

Chicago  &  Western  Indiana  R.  R.  Co. 

and  The  Belt  Railway  of  Chicago 


January  28,  1944. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor, 

Lincoln  Lore, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

For  some  time  we  have  been  receiving  your 
Lincoln  Lore,  from  which  our  members  get  a  good  deal  of  enjoy- 
ment. 

We  understand  there  is  hanging  in  the  executive 
offices  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company  a  wall 
plaque  about  19"  x  24"  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  by  Pickett. 

We  have  a  similar  plaque  hanging  in  our  club 
and  we  are  wondering  if  you  could  give  us  any  information  about 
the  history  of  the  artist  and  the  origin  of  the  plaque. 


Yours  very  truly, 


u 


&*>£/ 


Chairman,°1iistorieal  &  Fine  Arts  Committee. 


MEMBER  OP 
THE  ASSOCIATED  TRAFFIC  CLUBS  OF  AMERICA 


•SHIPPER  AND  CARRIER  CO-OPERATION 
IN  TRANSPORTATION" 


February  1,  1944 


Mr.  »,  J.  Wallace 

Chairman,  Historical  &  Pine  A-rts  Comm. 

The  Traffic  Club  of  Chic -go 

Club  Floor,  Palmer  House 

Chicago,  111. 

My  dear  Mr.  Wallace: 

Dr.  Warren  is  now  on  his  annuil  speaking 
itinerary,  hovever,  I  kiie  try  to  answer  your  question. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  few  notes 
that  were  made  sometime  ago,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  that  is  still  about  all  we  know  about  it.  We  have 
a  few  notes  where  people  are  quibbling  over  the  fact 
that  maybe  the  artist  fanmNew  York,  Joseph  Picktett, 
and  the  sculptor  are  one  and  the  same,  but  many  peoole 
believe  that  to  be  false. 

We  have  tried  to  contact  Mr.  C.  Pickett's 
family  many  times,  but  A6  success.  The  Xjrild  Huseum  there 
in  Chicago  are  even  at  a  loss  tostate  definitely. 


?ery  truly  yours, 


mb  Martha  Bro>-n,  Sec'y. 


ft 


5558  N.  Berkeley  Blvd. 
Milwaukee  11, 
September  28,  1946. 


Wisconsin 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren, 

I  have  just  recently  acquired  a  Lincoln  Plaque  marked 
"Pickett  1873 "size  23-§  X  18  inches,  oval  shape  weight  about  lOlbs 
It  is  a  silver  or  white  metal  finish  and  made  out  of  either 
iron  or  lead.  I  do  not  think  it  is  copper  or  bronze. 

Could  you  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  following: 

Who  was  Pickett?  When  was  he  born  and  date  of  his  death? 

How  did  these  come  to  be  made?  .^ny  history  connected  with 
the  Pickett  plaque. 

In  the  mention  of  a  Pickett  plaque  in  your  collection  at 
Port  Wayne  and  also  in  the  Lincoln  Memorial  University  collec- 
tion catalogues  it  is  always  called  a  Pickett  Bronze  Plaque. 

Also  any  other  information  about  it  that  you  can  give  me. 

I  have  checked  through  my  Lincoln  Lores  and  find  according 
to  the  index  that  I  am  missing  most   of  the  ones  that  have  any 
reference  to  Pickett.  If  you  have  any  back  copies  of  any  that 
might  shed  some  light  on  the  subject  I  would  be  pleased  to 
get  them. 

I  assure  you  that  I  will  appreciate  any  information  you 
can  give  me  on  this  matter. 


Sincerely  yours. 


J^uiM.CXJ 


Lester  W.  Olson 


October  1,  19^6 


Mr.  Lester  V.  Olson 

5558  North  Berkeley  Boulevard 

Milwaukee,  11,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Mr.  Olson: 

I  wish  I  might  help  you  discover  something  about 
Pickett  who  did  the  Lincoln  plaque  in  1873.  We  happen  to 
own  what  la  said  to  be  the  original  bronze  for  which  I  think 
we  paid  something  like  $500.00.  It  is  a  beautiful  piece 
of  work  but  no  one  seems  to  know  anything  about  the  man 
Pickett  except  that  he  was  a  Frenchman;  having  Inquired  in 
every  known  source  of  Information,  all  that  we  oan  learn  is 
that  he  was  probably  a  student  of  Volk. 

It  looks  very  much  to  me  as  if  the  Pickett  head 
was  copied  from  toe  Lincoln  picture  Meserve  Ho.  36.  Perhaps 
there  Is  more  of  the  artistic  skill  on  Yolk 
than  there  is  on  Piokett'a| 

We  will  be  delighted  if  you  come  across  anything 
relating  to  this  character. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:  KB 


Director 


Raymond  H.  Corry 

Franklin  D.   Roosevelt  Library 

P.  O.  Box  221 

Hyde  Parle,   New  York 


28   August   1955 


Mr.    Harry  E.    Pratt,    Secretary 

The    Illinois    State    Historical   Society 

Springfield,    Illinois 

Dear   Mr.    Pratt: 

There    is    inclosed  a    photograph,    together    with   an    enlargement 
in   actual   size,    of  a   profile    relief   casting    of  the   head   of  President 
Abraham   Lincoln   which   is    in   the    museum   collections    of  the    Frank- 
lin  D.    Roosevelt   Library. 

The    attached   copy   of  a   letter    to   President  Poosevelt  from 
Mr.    Harry   Hoover   Henry,    Sir.,    dated   February   26,    1942,    explains 
how  this    casting   happens    to   be    in   the    Library.      I    do   not   wish   to 
cause    any   exhaustive    search,    but    could    you   give   me    any   informa- 
tion   regarding   this    castin'jg    and   whether    or    not    others    are    known 
to   exist? 

Since    the    Library  is    an    agency  of  th  e    United   States   Govern-' 
ment,    I    should  add   that   this    is    a    personal   inquiry   and   that   the 
photographs    were   made    at  my   personal   expense.      If   they   are    of 
any   interest   to   the    Society,    you  may    retain   the    photographs. 


Sincerely   yours. 


'^vvtSuA     *T 


^AJffeMao' 


A 


ju^ttuM^-ik*  f"*^i* 


Uf  4^  A 


COPY 


February   26th,    1942 


To  His    Excellency, 

The   President   of   the    United   States, 

Mr     Franklin   D.    Roosevelt. 

Dear    Sir: 

Enclosed    you   will  find   a    profile    casting    of   President 
Abraham   Lincoln. 

As    to   being    of   interest   to   you  in   this    respect,    this    casting 
was   moulded   in   the    foundry   of   the    old  Navy   Yard,    at   the    foot   of 
Federal   Street   in   Philadelphia,    in    the    year    1864,    during    the    Civil 
War. 

The    Government   ordered   three    castings   made    from   a    steel 
die,    for    which   purpose    I   do   not   know.      They  were    cast   by   William 
Henry  who    was    then   the   foreman   moulder.      He    also    cast   one   for 
himself,    which  he    always   had   hanging   in   his    home    at    229   Dickinson 
Street,    Philadelphia.      Mr.    Henry   lived   in   this   house    for    67   years. 

The    original   mounting    was    made    of   wood,    but    recently  I   have 
had   it   mounted   on   bake  lite,    thus    combining   the    old   with   the    new. 
The    casting   is    made    of  Babbitt   metal. 

William   Henry   died   at   the    age    of    97   years    on  January  1st,    1919, 
and  the    casting    was    given   to   me,    his    son,    Harry  H.    Henry.      Aside 
from   its    historic   value,    I   think  this   is    the    only   one    in   the    whole 
world   of  this    type    as    I   have    tried   to   locate    the    other    three    and 
cannot   find   no   trace    of   them. 

It   is    my  desire,    and   would   be    very   pleased   if   you  would   add 
it   to   your    collections    to  be    placed   in   the    Hyde    Park  Memorial 
Museum. 

Thanking    you  in   advance,    I   am 

Respectfully    yours, 

(signed)         Harry  Hoover   Henry,    Sr. 

634   South   59th   Street, 
Philadelphia,    Pennsylvania 


COPY 


September  19,  1955 


Mr.  Raymond  H.  Corry 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  Library 
P.O.  Box  221 
Hyde  Bark,  N.  T<, 

Ity  dear  Mr.  Corry* 

Mr.  Harry  Pratt  at  Springfield  has  Just  forwarded  to  me  your 
letter  of  August  28  inquiring  if  I  might  be  of  help  in  locating  the 
small  plaque  of  Lincoln  which  you  have  in  your  collection. 

We  have  a  very  exhaustive  collection  of  medaJHc  Lincolniana 
running  up  close  to  fifteen  hundred  pieces  yet  we  cannot  find  any  mention 
of  the  casting  which  you  had  photographed. 

With  your  permission  we  are  retaining  one  of  the  photographs 
of  the  profile  in  case  we  are  able  to  identify  it  in  the  future. 

Attached  to  this  letter  is  a  list  of  the  more  important  heroic 
statues  of  Lincoln  in  America,  of  course  presenting  the  outstanding 
sculptors. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  advise  you  if  we  are  able  to  eventually 
locate  the  medallion  which  you  have  in  your  possession. 

Very   ^ruly  yours, 


LAWtWC 
enc. 


Director 
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PICKETT'S  PROFILE  OF  LINCOLN 


Images  cast  in  bronze  are  possibly 
the  most  enduring  memorials  which 
man  can  visualize  as  far  as  the 
ravages  of  time  are  considered.  The 
approach  of  Memorial  Day  invites  our 
attention  to  a  little  known  work  of 
art  which  has  often  been  called  the 
finest  profile  in  metal  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  The  fact  that  the  State  of 
Illinois  has  recently  used  in  silhouette 
what  appears  to  be  a  copy  of  this 
portrait  suggests  some  statements 
about  its  origin  and  history. 

The  original  study  is  an  elliptical 
shaped  piece  of  bronze  24  x  19  inches 
and  one  quarter  inch  thick,  the  head 
of  Lincoln  in  bas-relief  measuring  18 
x  12  inches.  Inscribed  in  the  lower 
area  of  the  plaque  is  the  name  "Pick- 
ett" with  the  date  "1873."  Much 
effort  has  been  put  forth  through  the 
years  to  learn  some  biographical  facts 
about  the  sculptor  but  to  no  avail. 
The  initial  "C"  appears  before  his 
family  name  but  the  date  of  his  birth 
and  death  as  well  as  the  place  where 
he  resided  is  not  available.  He  is  said 
to  have  been  of  French  descent  and 
was  associated  with  the  sculptor 
Leonard  Volk  either  in  America  or 
France.  Volk  was  in  Europe  about 
the  time  the  profile  was  created.  No 
other  work  by  Pickett  has  come  to 
our  attention. 

Without  doubt  Pickett  had  before 
him  at  the  time  he  was  working  on 
the  masterpiece  a  photograph  made 
by  C.  S.  German  in  Springfield  just 
before  the  President  elect  started  for 
the  inauguration  at  Washington.  It 
is  a  little  known  portrait  in  profile 
which  shows  Lincoln  with  untrimmed 
hair  and  a  very  full  beard  and  Pickett 
did  not  overlook  these  features.  The 
original  print  is  without  question  one 
of  the  most,  if  not  the  most  artistic 
photograph  in  profile  of  Lincoln  ever 
made.  Leonard  Volk  greatly  admired 
it  and  it  is  not  strange  that  he  would 
make  it  available  to  Pickett  as  the 
most  acceptable  side  view  of  Lincoln. 
The  hair  arrangement  Pickett  used 
however,  seems  to  have  been  borrowed 
from  Volk's  head  of  Lincoln. 

Not  only  did  the  government  issue 
a  commemorative  two  cent  stamp 
revealing  the  likeness  of  Lincoln  and 
also  coin  a  one  cent  piece  bearing  his 
portrait  during  the  centenniel  year  of 
his  birth,  but  plans  were  also  made 


for  the  issuing  of  a  new  one  cent 
postal  card  3x5  inches  to  bear  a 
likeness  of  the  Emancipator.  It  was 
the  preparation  for  this  postal  and 
design  that  brought  the  Pickett  study 
into  prominence. 


As  early  as  1893  Mr.  L.  G.  Muller 
came  in  possession  of  the  Pickett 
bronze  profile.  It  was  not  until  fifteen 
years  later,  however,  that  he  secured 
a  copyright  on  the  plaque  and  had  a 
metal  plate  welded  onto  the  reverse 
side  of  the  bronze  bearing  this  in- 
scription: "Copyrighted  L.  G.  Muller, 
1908."  At  the  time  Muller  secured  his 
copyright  he  not  only  had  replicas  of 
the  plaque  made  in  metal  but  he  also 
widely  distributed  lithograph  repro- 
ductions of  the  head. 

Mr.  Muller  living  in  Chicago  in 
1909  submitted  a  picture  of  the  plaque 
along  with  twenty  other  contestants 
as  a  suitable  design  to  be  used  on  the 
new  postal  card  then  contemplated. 
He  received  from  A.  M.  Travis,  third 
assistant  postmaster,  a  letter  dated 
Dec.  11,  1909  informing  him  that  his 
portrait  of  the  plaque  would  probably 
be  used  on  the  new  postal  issue.  The 
acceptance  of  the  Pickett  head  ap- 
pears in  the  report  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  1909,  and  again  in 
1910.  The  design  for  the  postal  hav- 
ing been  completed  it  is  described  as 
"a  profile  head  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
looking  to  the  left  after  a  portrait  by 
L.  G.  Muller."  It  was  not  until  1911 
however,  that  the  Lincoln  postal  card 


was  finally  released.  This  profile  by 
Pickett  was  pronounced  by  E.  Roberts, 
Director  of  the  United  States  Mint 
as  "the  finest  likeness  of  Lincoln  that 
has  yet  appeared."  By  1917  the  plates 
used  for  printing  the  postals  were 
badly  worn  and  it  was  discovered  that 
better  printing  results  could  be  ob- 
tained from  a  new  design,  so  the 
Pickett  Lincoln  postal  became  obso- 
lete. 

In  the  month  of  November  1908 
J.  B.  Oakleaf,  one  of  the  original 
"big  five"  collectors  of  Lincolniana, 
became  greatly  interested  in  repro- 
ductions of  the  Pickett  head  and  at- 
tempted to  interest  another  of  the 
"big  five",  Daniel  Fish,  in  a  project 
to  form  a  company  with  Mr.  Muller 
as  its  director  for  the  distribution  of 
lithographs  and  replicas  of  the  profile. 
What  success  or  failure  accompanied 
this  effort  we  are  unable  to  learn. 
Appearing  on  a  folder  we  have  this 
testimony  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Oak- 
leaf  to  Muller  with  reference  to  the 
work  by  Pickett:  "I  have  never  seen 
anything  of  Lincoln  which  pleased 
me  so  much  as  your  production  and 
you  are  entitled  to  the  profound 
thanks  and  admiration  of  every  lover 
of  Lincoln." 

Ten  years  later  in  August  1919  Mr. 
Muller  was  in  Seattle,  Washington 
and  the  plaque  was  exhibited  at  the 
Seattle  Fine  Arts  Society  rooms.  On 
November  4,  1912  William  M.  R. 
French  on  behalf  of  the  trustees  of 
"The  Art  Institute  of  Chicago" 
thanked  Mr.  Muller  for  the  loan  of 
"the  bronze  bas-relief  of  Lincoln  by 
Pickett."  In  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Muller  in  1923  he  states  that  the 
plaque  had  "hung  in  the  Chicago  Art 
Institute  for  four  years." 

On  July  2,  1923  Dr.  W.  E.  Barton 
stated  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Muller,  then 
living  in  Seattle,  Washington:  "I  am 
indeed  familiar  with  Pickett's  Bas 
Relief  of  Lincoln.  He  will  be  a  happy 
man  who  possesses  it  ...  "  It  was  at 
this  time  that  Mr.  Arthur  F.  Hall, 
president  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Insurance  Company  acquired  the 
masterpiece  and  it  is  now  the  out- 
standing piece  in  the  collection  of 
1200  Lincoln  plaques,  medallions, 
medals,  tokens,  etc.  in  the  library  and 
museum  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation. 
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Sept.  16,  1966 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 


You  know  that  our  University  has  acquired  the 
Lester  W.  Olson  Lincoln  Collection.   I  am  thankful  to 
you  for  the  information  which  I  receive  each  month 
in  Lincoln  Lore.   It  keeps  me  alert  to  what  I  should  know. 
The  cumulative  Bibliographies  have  enabled  me  to  add 
significantly  to  the  Collection.   I  gratefully  acknowledge 
your  contributions,  which  you  have  presented  to  the 
University. 

To  keep  our  Collection  in  good  order,  I  determined 
to  have  a  bookplate  made,  which  might  be  attached  to  tthe 
many  objects.  One  likeness  of  Lincoln  which  I  cherish 
highly  is  our  Relief  by  Pickett,  1873.  Our  casting  is 
rather  unique  in  so  far  as  it  is  not  bronze,  but  white 
metal.   I  decided  to  use  a  replica  of  this  head  for  the 
bookplate.  The  photo?taph  ~ame  out  so  well,  that  I 
think  you  will  be  happy  to  have  a  copy.   I  am  enclosing 
one,  together  with  a  sample  of  the  finished  bookplate. 
We  have  a  few  bookplates  in  our  Collection,  but  I  am 
not  sure  that  many  collectors  have  adopted  this  method 
of  identifying  their  treasures.   I  thought  a  word  on 
the  subject  in  some  future  Lincoln  Lore  might  uncover 
collectors  who  had  bookplates  and  we  might  trade  with 
eachother,  thus  establishing  another  link  in  the  brother- 
hood of  people  who  admire  Lincoln. 

Best  wishes  and  personal  regards, 


a^lly  (yours, 

R.  NT  Hamilton,  S.<L, 
University  Archivist 
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This  is  a  true  close-up 
of  a  portion  of  the  Lin- 
coin  head  picture  re- 
produced below. 


Held  at  a  distance  this 
oval  will  reveal  the  eye, 
nose,  and  mouth  of  the 
picture  below. 


•w: 


PROOF- 

that  anyone  too   close  to 

the  object   of   his    interest 

distorts   his  view. 


At  a  proper  distance 
the  picture  shows  its 
true  meaning. 


The  part  of  Lincoln's 
face  outlined  with  the 
white  oval  is  shown 
above  enlarged. 


Don't  always  be  too  close  to  your  work 

At  least  once  a  month,  take  a  look  at  yourself,  your 
job,  and  your  achievements  through  other  people's 
eyes—  Get  the  true  perspective. 


MEDALLIC   ART  COMPANY 

325  EAST  45  ST.  •   NEW  YORK  10017 

April    10,    1972 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

1301  South  Harrison  Street 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46802 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

in  1963  we  produced  a  medal  for  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  insurance  Company  bearing  the  head  of  Lincoln 
by  the  artist  Pickett.   Research  at  that  time  did  not 
reveal  the  full  name  of  Pickett. 

Recently  I  was  researching  in  the  New  York  Public 
Library  and  merely  by  accident  (  a  true  case  of 
serendipity)  discovered  in  a  catalogue  of  marble 
statues,  busts  and  medallions,  a  reference  to  medal- 
lions produced  by  Byron  M.  Pickett,  prior  to  the  date 
of  the  sale,  March  22,  1373. 

Have  you  done  any  research  on  Pickett  or  have  you  pub- 
lished anything  in  Lincoln  lore? 

Sincerely  yours, 

MEDALLIC  ART  COMPANY 


D.  Wayne/ Johsisc/n 
Sales  promotrdn  and 
DWJ:ls  Research  Director 


TELEPHONE:    (212)     679-1616  CABLE  ADDRESS;    MEDALLICOM 


63-9 


Pickett  Head  Medallion,    1963 
3-inch  (76mm)  oval  bronze 
Pickett,  ,  sc 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance 

Company- 
Fort  Wayne,    Indiana 
F&I  Trademarks 

Lincoln,    Abraham  (portrait) 

Portraits 

Presidents  -U.S. 


April  12,  1972 


Wayne  Johnson 
Sales  Promotion  and  Research  Director 

al lie  Art  Company 
325  East  $5th 
flew  York,  ■!.  Y.  10017 

r,  Johnson: 

Me  have  never  been  able  to  determine  the  given 
sculptor  Pickett.      I  enclose  LINC 
ber  1363,  "Pickett's  Profile  of  Lincoln", 

Per  -  iu  hav  i  an  important  discovery  in 

finding  a  reference  to  Byron  "1.   Pickett. 

ink  you  for  '/our  letter. 


Yours  truly, 


Rufi/nlc 


R.  Gerald  HcMurtry 


T»t.kfrt-.  t>.  a. 


incotni^ore 
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Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


April,    1972 


LINCOLN  NATIONAL  LIFE  FOUNDATION 

BACKGROUND  AND  ORIGIN 

Louis  A.  Warren,  Director  Emeritus 


The  recipient  of  an  honorary  title,  "Director  Emer- 
itus," which  one  has  been  privileged  to  wear  over  a 
period  of  years,  should  welcome  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
press his  appreciation  for  this  compliment.  Inasmuch 
as  he  was  an  observer  of  the  establishment  of  the  Lin- 
coln National  Life  Foundation,  and  a  participant  in  its 
formative  activities,  it  would  appear  that  an  abbreviated 
story  of  its  "Background  and  Origin"  would  be  worth 
preserving.  This  is  especially  true  inasmuch  as  the  spon- 
soring company  pioneered  in  a  field  of  research  seldom 
entered  by  business  enterprises. 

Preliminary  to  the  establishment  of  the  Lincoln  Na- 
tional Life  Insurance  Company  at  Fort  Wayne  in  June, 
1905,  conferences  were  held  with  the  officers  of  a  local 
Fraternal  Assurance  Society,  who  formed  the  nucleus 
around  which  the  new,  legal  reserve  company  was  organ- 
ized. Samuel  M.  Foster,  President  of  the  German  Ameri- 
can Bank,  was  chosen  the  chief  executive  officer  and 
Arthur  F.  Hall,  the  secretary  and  manager.  A  member 
of  the  board  of  directors,  Perry  A.  Randall,  proposed  a 
title  for  the  new  company  with  this  comment:  "We  want 
a  name  so  proud  that  men  and  women  will  give  their 
lives  to  keep  it  stainless.  We  want  a  name  so  simple  and 
strong  that  the  whole  world  will  remember  it  and  love 
it.  There  is  only  one  name  in  the  world  that  will  fill  these 
requirements,  Abraham  Lincoln." 

Mr.  Randall,  over  a  period  of  years,  was  a  leader  in 
many  civic  enterprises  and,  upon  his  death,  a  pedestal 
supporting  a  bronze  bust  of  him  was  erected  in  Swinney 
Park  to  his  memory  An  excerpt  from  an  inscribed  testi- 
monial follows:  "In  initiative  and  executive  ability  he 
possessed  rare  gifts  for  the  performance  of  public  ser- 
vice." 

Although  seven  weeks  had  passed  since  the  new  insur- 
ance company  had  been  organized,  there  was  a  feeling 
that  permission  from  the  family  should  be  secured  for 
using  a  picture  of  Mr.  Lincoln  on  business  stationery. 
Secretary  Hall  wrote  a  letter  to  the  President's  son, 
Robert,  outlining  the  objectives  of  the  institution  with  its 
humane  outlook.  Within  a  week,  this  answer  dated  Au- 
gust 3,  1905,  was  received. 

"Replying  to  your  note  of  July  28th,  I  find  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  the  use  of  a  portrait  of  my  father  upon 
the  letterhead  of  such  a  life  insurance  company  named 
after  him  as  you  describe;  and  I  take  pleasure  in  en- 
closing you,  for  that  purpose,  what  I  regard  as  a  very 
good  photograph  of  him." 

Later  on  in  sending  this  same  picture  to  a  friend, 
Robert  stated,  "I  have  always  thought  the  Brady  photo- 
graph of  my  father,  of  which  I  attach  a  copy,  to  be  the 
most  satisfactory  likeness  of  him."  The  President  posed 
for  this  portrait  in  the  Matthew  Brady  studio  in  Wash- 
ington on  the  afternoon  of  February  9,  1864.  His  son, 
Tad,  was  with  him  and  the  well  known  Lincoln  father 
and  son  picture  was  made  at  this  time. 

When  the  company  published  its  "Statement  of  Busi- 
ness to  December  3,  1905,"  its  first  annual  report,  a  re- 
production   of    the    Lincoln    photograph    by    Brady    ap- 


peared on  the  cover.  However,  the  printed  copy  of  the 
original  lacked  detail  and  its  appearance  must  have 
been  a  great  disappointment  to  those  who  wanted  to 
make  it  the  company  insignia.  It  was  used  infrequently 
after  this  first  printing.  Somehow  there  had  been  ac- 
quired an  excellent  engraving  of  Lincoln  by  William 
Marshall.  The  Century  Magazine  referred  to  it  as,  "The 
best  engraving  ever  made  by  an  artist  living  or  dead." 
Copies  of  this  Lincoln  were  much  more  impressive  than 
the  poorly  reproduced  Brady,  and  it  largely  replaced  the 
favored  likeness  secured  by   Mr.   Hall. 

It  has  been  observed  that  a  member  of  the  original 
executive  committee  chose  a  name  for  the  company,  its 
first  secretary  secured  permission  to  use  a  likeness  of 
Lincoln  as  the  company  insignia,  and  now  we  find  that 
the  first  president  made  a  significant  contribution.  In  a 
speech  made  by  Mr.  Hall  on  August  28,  1917,  he  stated, 
"Years  ago  President  Foster  wrote  us  a  slogan,  'Its 
name  indicates  its  character.' "  Mr.  Foster  himself  used 
this  comment  in  an  address  he  made:  "No  enterprise  has 
the  right  to  assume  the  name  of  Lincoln  unless  the  spon- 
sors mean  to  make  it  one  of  honest  endeavor  and  in- 
tegrity of  purpose.  Its  name  should  always  indicate  its 
character."  The  slogan  was  in  general  use  by  1908,  and 
appears  on  blotters  distributed  by  the  company  during 
the  Lincoln  centennial  year. 

Now  that  the  name,  an  insignia,  and  a  motto  had  been 
selected,  these  three  components  were  brought  together 
to  form  the  company  trade-mark.  Over  the  Lincoln  por- 
trait, the  name  of  the  company  was  placed  and  under 
the  picture,  on  a  streamer,  there  was  inscribed  the 
slogan.  This  trademark  appeared  consistently  on  the  sta- 
tionery and  other  printed  items  of  the  company. 

It  is  often  recalled  that  the  company  was  organized 
during  an  unfavorable  economic  crisis,  when  the  life 
insurance  industry  was  undergoing  close  scrutiny,  as  a 
result  of  the  Armstrong  investigation.  It  is  seldom  recog- 
nized, however,  that  a  favorable  atmosphere  was  being 
created  at  this  time,  which  contributed  greatly  to  the 
publicity  advantage  of  the  newly  formed  insurance  com- 
pany with  the  inspirational  name. 

The  centennial  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  birth  was  to  be 
celebrated  nation-wide  in  1909,  and  already  books  about 
him  were  coming  from  the  press.  Soon,  feature  articles 
praising  him  would  be  appearing  in  magazines  and 
newspapers  and  his  illustrious  name  would  be  heralded 
from  coast  to  coast.  Not  to  be  underestimated  as  a  fea- 
ture of  the  festival,  was  the  first  minting  of  the  Lincoln 
penny  in  1909,  the  most  widely  circulated  of  all  com- 
memorative U.S.  castings.  Interest  in  the  appearance  of 
the  new  one  cent  piece  was  accentuated  by  the  traditional 
sentiment  against  the  use  of  portraits  of  public  men  on 
the   coins   of   the   nation. 

The  Fort  Wayne  Journal  Gazette  gave  generous  space 
to  the  Lincoln  Centennial  story.  It  carried,  on  January 
19,  the  President's  appeal  to  Congress  to  make  February 
12,  1909,  a  special  national  holiday,  and  two  days  later 
the  Indiana  governor's,  Lincoln  Centennial  Proclamation, 
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was  announced.  The  Centennial  edition  of  the  paper  was 
printed  on  Sunday,  February  7,  with  four  full  page  dis- 
plays and  several  other  feature  articles  on  Lincoln  scat- 
tered through  the  edition.  On  February  10,  reminiscences 
by  D.  N.  Foster  appeared  reviewing  the  occasions  on 
which  he  had  seen  President  Lincoln.  The  February  12, 
number  also  published  several  Lincoln  items  including 
two  displays,  each  presenting  fine  reproductions  of  the 
picture  by  Brady. 

Seven  years  after  Mr.  Hall  was  the  recipient  of  the 
original  Lincoln  photograph,  he  received  another  cher- 
ished memento,  a  rose  bud  from  a  spray  of  flowers  on 
Lincoln's  casket.  This  inscription  appears  within  the 
framed  memorial :  "Lincoln's  remains  were  brought  to 
Indianapolis  on  its  way  to  Springfield  for  burial  and  lay 
in  state  in  the  rotunda  of  the  old  state  capitol,  Sunday, 
April  30,  1865  .  .  .  Fresh  flowers  were  placed  inside  the 
coffin,  those  removed  were  distributed  among  the  ladies 
who  were  invited  to  be  present  .  .  .  This  white  rose  bud 
was  given  to  Mrs.  Harriet  Fletcher  Hall  who  presented 
it  to  her  son,  Arthur  Fletcher  Hall,  May  11,  1912."  It 
was  the  same  year  that  Secretary  Hall  was  elevated  to 
the  Vice  Presidency  of  the  institution. 

When  in  April,  1918,  the  company  prepared  a  periodi- 
cal to  be  circulated  among  the  field  representatives,  it 
was  named  The  Emancipator.  At  its  masthead,  there 
was  displayed  a  copy  of  the  Marshall,  Lincoln  engraving, 
much  larger  than  the  one  appearing  on  the  stationery. 
Two  early  honor  clubs  of  the  company  were  named  the 
Emancipators  and  the  Railsplitters,  which  supplemented 
the  publication  in  creating  a  Lincoln  atmosphere  among 
the  field  representatives.  The  distribution  of  the  Gettys- 
burg Address  and  the  Letter  to  the  Widow  Bixby  in- 
creased the  Lincoln  consciousness  of  those  associated 
with  the  establishment. 

The  earliest  Lincoln  memorial  sponsored  by  the  com- 
pany was  a  dual  project  which  honored  the  Lincoln  home 
sites  in  both  Kentucky  and  Indiana.  An  exact  replica 
of  the  enshrined  birthplace  cabin  was  constructed  in 
Foster  Park,  as  far  as  known,  the  first  exact  reproduc- 
tion erected  in  America.  Nearby  a  cedar  tree  was  planted, 
similar  to  the  one  set  out  on  the  site  where  the  Indiana 
cabin  had  stood.  On  September  20,  1920,  the  dedication 
of  these  memorials  was  witnessed  by  over  2,000  people. 
Samuel  M.  Foster,  president  of  the  insurance  company, 
making  the  presentation,  and  his  brother,  David  N. 
Foster,  president  of  the  park  board,  accepting  the  me- 
morials on  behalf  of  the  city.  David  was  a  captain  in  the 
Union  army  and  often  lectured  on  Lincoln,  whom  he  met 
during  the  war.  Soon,  miniature  replicas  of  the  cabin 
were  made  for  display  purposes,  which  still  further 
popularized  the  story  of  Lincoln's  youth. 

The  administration  of  Samuel  Foster  was  drawing  to 
a  close,  but  his  interest  in  Abraham  Lincoln  never 
waned.  The  bank,  of  which  he  was  president,  changed 
its  name  to  The  Lincoln  National  Bank. 

The  State  of  Indiana  established  a  historical  depart- 
ment on  March  9,  1915,  in  anticipation  of  the  centennial 
of  the  state  one  year  later.  Mr.  Foster  was  made  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Indiana  Historical  Commission,  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  and  served  in  this  capacity  from  1915, 
until  1925. 

A  significant  promotion  occurred  in  the  executive  ranks 
of  the  company  in  February,  1923,  when  Arthur  F.  Hall 
was  named  the  new  president.  His  interest  in  the  Lincoln 
story  dated  back  to  his  very  early  childhood  when  his 
mother,  time  and  time  again,  told  him  of  his  father's  ser- 
vice in  the  Civil  War.  He  was  a  captain  of  artillery  and 
his  untimely  death  was  due  to  the  severity  of  his  military 
duties.  Arthur  was  but  a  year  old  at  the  time,  but  the 
tragedy  was  kept  fresh  in  his  mind  by  his  mother's 
references  to  it. 

The  phenomenal  growth  of  the  company  had  on  sev- 
eral occasions  caused  its  removal  to  more  spacious 
quarters,  until  the  time  came  when  it  was  decided  to 
construct  its  own  office  building.  The  structure  was  dedi- 
cated on  November  7,  1923,  and  was  heralded  as  the  most 
beautiful  insurance  building  thus  far  erected.  The  New 
Vork  Times  stated,  "The  building  has  been  designed  with 
delicate  respect  to  the  simple  grandeur  of  the  great 
American  whose  name  has  been  adopted  by  the  com- 
pany." 

The  dedication  program  presents  one  objective  which 


is  of  special  significance  in  setting  forth  the  immediate 
background  of  the  Lincoln  Foundation  concept: 

"One  of  the  most  imposing  rooms  in  the  new  build- 
ing is  that  reserved  for  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  Because  it  is  readily  accessible,  being  on 
the  first  floor  just  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  lobby, 
it  will  be  utilized  for  a  public  reception  room  when  the 
directors  are  not  in  session. 

"Pictures  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  part  of  them  original 
photographs,  donated  by  friends  of  the  company,  will 
adorn  the  walls.  Other  bits  of  Lincolniana  will  be  dis- 
played in  a  large  case. 

"The  effort  of  amassing  Lincoln  material  is  being 
carried  on,  and  the  Lincoln  Room  will  be  of  more  and 
more  value  to  those  who  seek  intimate  glimpses  of  the 
man  whose  ideals  of  service  were  taken  for  the  service 
ideals  of  the  company." 

An  important  Lincoln  feature  in  the  architect's  draw- 
ing was  a  heroic  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln,  to  stand  in 
the  forecourt  of  the  building.  It's  erection  had  to  be 
postponed  until  a  later  date  because  of  the  time  element 
involved  in  securing  a  sculptor  and  having  the  statue 
cast.  However,  some  appropriate  work  of  art  portraying 
Lincoln  was  very  much  desired  in  time  for  the  dedica- 
tion. 

There  had  been  on  display  at  the  Chicago  Art  Insti- 
tute, for  some  time,  a  privately  owned  bas-relief  bronze 
plaque  of  heroic  size  presenting  an  excellent  profile  of 
Lincoln.  The  plaque  was  of  historical  importance  inas- 
much as  it  had  been  selected  by  the  postal  department 
as  the  design  for  the  Lincoln  Centennial  Post  Card,  al- 
though it  was  not  in  circulation  until  1911.  The  director 
of  the  United  States  Mint  called  the  bronze:  "The  finest 
likeness  of  Lincoln  which  has  appeared."  The  plaque 
was  created  in  1873,  by  a  sculptor  named  Pickett.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  a  student  of  Leonard  Volk,  most  fam- 
ous of  the  sculptors  who  fashioned  Lincoln  studies  from 
life.  Many  art  critics  see  in  the  plaque  the  hand  of 
Pickett's  mentor,  at  least  Pickett  must  have  used  the 
Volk  studies  of  Lincoln  from  which  to  create  his  now 
famous  work. 

The  plaque  was  acquired  by  the  company  in  time  for 
the  dedication  and  received  much  favorable  comment. 
This  statement  of  ownership  was  issued:  "Exclusive 
rights  on  the  Lincoln  bas-relief  by  Pickett  have  been 
secured  and  will  be  used  exclusively  on  all  Lincoln  Na- 
tional Life  stationery,  checks,  drafts  and  other  docu- 
ments." This  announcement  implied  it  was  to  replace 
the  Marshall,  Lincoln,  which  had  been  substituted  for 
the  Brady  photograph.  The  Pickett  profile  appeared  at 
the  masthead  of  the  next  issue  of  The  Emancipator. 
Silhouettes  of  the  head  came  in  regular  use  on  company 
imprints.  Plastic  casts  of  the  original  bronze  profile  were 
made  and  were  available  for  agency  offices.  They  were 
also  used  as  premiums  for  schools  whose  students  were 
winners  in  Lincoln  essay  contests.  

The  early  twenties  have  been  reached  in  the  chrono- 
logical development  of  this  narrative,  Mr.  Hall  has  been 
installed  as  president  of  the  company,  the  new  home 
office  building  has  been  dedicated  and  many  Lincoln  pro- 
jects promoted  by  the  company  have  been  noted.  Inas- 
much as  the  writer  of  this  monograph  is  to  be  frequently 
mentioned  in  subsequent  paragraphs,  it  seems  appropriate 
to  note  in  abbreviated  form  a  few  personal  Lincoln  epi- 
sodes, which  may  have  been  somewhat  responsible  for 
his  being  invited  to  head  the  proposed  company  project 
to  further  memorialize  Abraham  Lincoln. 

While  residing:  at  Hodgenville,  Kentucky,  where  I  was 
minister  of  the  Christian  Church  and  editor  of  the  county 
newspaper,  my  first  Lincoln  brochure  was  published  in 
January,  1920.  It  was  an  illustrated  souvenir  edition 
featuring  the  national  park  at  Lincoln's  birthplace.  The 
following  year,  I  visited  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  was 
greatly  surprised  to  find  no  printed  information  about 
the  many  places  of  interest  in  the  city  where  Lincoln 
lived  for  over  twenty  years.  This  oversight  prompted 
my  next  publication,  a  forty-four  page  tourist  guide  en- 
titled Louisville  Lincoln  Loop.  It  featured  places  associ- 
ated with  the  Lincoln  family  in  Kentucky,  which  could 
be  visited  on  a  circuitous  route  beginning  at  either  Louis- 
ville or  Hodgenville.  The  editor  of  the  Illinois  State 
Journal  at  Springfield  commented  editorially  on  March 
22,  1923,  that  the  guide  book  should  be,  "an  inspiration 
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for  definite  action,"  on  the  local  pamphlet  "so  long  talked 
of  and  about  which  so  far  there  has  nothing  been  done." 

After  the  unprecedented  influx  of  literature,  prelimi- 
nary to  and  during  the  Lincoln  Centennial  in  1909,  there 
was  a  decided  decline  in  the  number  of  Lincoln  publica- 
tions coming  from  the  press.  It  was  not  until  the  early 
twenties  that  there  was  another  marked  increase  of 
Lincoln  books  and  pamphlets.  Largely  responsible  for 
this  revival  were  these  three  well  known  authors  and 
their  publications:  Ida  M.  Tarbell,  The  Footsteps  of 
Lincoln,  1924;  William  E.  Barton,  Life  of  Lincoln  (2 
vols.),  1925;  Carl  Sandburg,  The  Prairie  Years,  1926. 
Clearly  subordinate  to  these  works  by  famous  authors 
was  my  own  Lincoln  Parentage  and  Childhood,  1926. 
Miss  Tarbell  and  Dr.  Barton  had  visited  me  in  Kentucky 
and  given  me  encouragement  and  advice  about  my  manu- 
script then  in  preparation  for  publication. 

A  more  important  factor  during  this  period,  from  the 
biographical  viewpoint,  was  the  entrance  of  Albert  J. 
Beveridge  into  the  ranks  of  Lincoln  historians.  Residing 
in  Indianapolis,  the  former  Senator  from  Indiana 
brought  the  state  into  the  main  stream  of  the  Lincoln 
awakening.  Because  of  the  acclaim  he  had  received  for 
his  biography  on  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  literary  critics 
prophesied  that  his  proposed  multi-volume  work  would 
become  the  definitive  history  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
learned  of  my  Lincoln  writings  and  made  an  appoint- 
ment to  meet  me  in  Kentucky.  He  became  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  type  of  research  work  I  was  doing  in  the 
Lincoln  field  and  considerable  correspondence  passed  be- 
tween us. 

The  Senator  was  often  before  the  public  on  the  lecture 
platform  and  historical  conventions.  He  was  partly  re- 
sponsible for  my  appearing  on  the  program  of  The  Indi- 
ana Historical  Society  at  Indianapolis  on  December  5, 
1924.  My  subject  was  "Unused  Sources  for  Modern  His- 
torians." The  Senator  came  on  from  the  East  to  pre- 
side at  the  session  I  addressed  and  introduced  me.  His 
remarks,  some  comments  by  Dr.  Barton,  and  my  address 
were  printed  in  full  in  a  publication  of  the  society. 
Possibly  this  appearance  may  have  been  my  introduc- 
tion to  the  Indiana  scene. 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  the  Illi- 
nois Historical  Societies  was  held  at  Springfield,  May  7, 
1926.  Solon  J.  Buck  of  the  American  Historical  Society  was 
present  at  this  convention  and  urged  "The  expansion 
of  the  nation's  effort  in  historical  research."  Albert  J. 
Beveridge  headed  the  committee  to  raise  funds  to  finance 
the  project.  This  task  and  the  Lincoln  writings,  on  which 
he  had  embarked,  were  brought  to  a  sudden  end  by  his 
untimely  death  on  April  27,  1927.  Although  the  copy  of 
his  Lincoln  manuscript  had  only  reached  the  period  of 
the  debates  with  Douglas,  it  was  brought  from  the  press 
the  following  year  in  two  volumes,  far  short  of  his  ob- 
jectives. Yet,  his  personal  enthusiasm  and  extensive  re- 
search did  much  to  popularize  the  Lincoln  saga,  especial- 
ly in  Indiana. 

Just  how  early  my  own  Lincoln  writings  may  have 
been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  insurance  company 
executives  of  Fort  Wayne  is  uncertain.  Mr.  Foster  un- 
doubtedly received  the  publications  of  the  historical 
society  and  Christopher  B.  Coleman,  the  director  of  the 
Historical  Commission,  of  which  Mr.  Foster  was  presi- 
dent, was  a  personal  friend  of  mine  and  well  informed 
about  my  interest  in  Lincoln.  Articles  had  also  appeared 
in  the  daily  press  which  released  current  information 
about  my  Lincoln  researches  in  Indiana.  Lincoln's  Par- 
entage and  Childhood  was  in  the  hands  of  members  of 
the  executive  committee  shortly  after  it  came  from  the 
press  in  1926,  according  to  Mr.  Hall. 

Early  in  1927,  Indiana's  Governor  Jackson  appointed 
a  commission  of  prominent  citizens  to  submit  plans  for 
the  erection  of  a  memorial  to  Lincoln's  mother  at  the 
place  of  her  burial  in  Spencer  County.  Mr.  Hall  was  an 
active  member  of  this  group.  An  organization  called  the 
Indiana  Lincoln  Union  was  set  up  to  direct  this  enter- 
prise. I  was  then  living  near  Indianapolis  and  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Promotional  Committee.  In  Au- 
gust, I  was  employed  by  the  Union  to  lecture  on  Lincoln 
at  the  organization  meetings  throughout  the  state. 

Southern  Indiana  was  the  first  section  of  the  state  to 


be  visited  and,  from  October  8,  to  December  10,  Lincoln 
speeches  were  made  daily,  except  weekends.  During 
this  period,  practically  every  county  seat  south  of  Indi- 
anapolis was  visited  and  an  address  on  Lincoln  illu- 
strated by  stereopticon  slides  was  delivered.  The  first 
of  the  new  year,  1928,  the  counties  north  of  Indianapolis 
were  organized  and  the  story  of  Lincoln  presented.  A 
meeting  of  the  district  leaders  of  the  North  Eastern 
division  was  held  at  Potawatomi  Inn  at  Pokagan  State 
Park,  with  Mr.  Hall  as  chairman  of  the  group.  Mr.  Hall 
and  Oscar  Foellinger,  editor  of  the  News-Sentinel,  had 
invited  me  to  ride  with  them  from  Fort  Wayne  to  the 
place  of  meeting  and  return.  Some  time  later,  Mr. 
Foellinger  told  me  that  Mr.  Hall  had  talked  with  him 
during  the  evening  about  the  possibilities  of  my  coming 
to  Fort  Wayne. 

During  the  period  I  was  lecturing  in  Mr.  Hall's  dis- 
trict, he  invited  me  to  visit  the  company  offices  and 
personally  conducted  me  over  the  building.  Upon  another 
visit,  he  proposed  that  I  join  the  organization  and  estab- 
lish some  sort  of  a  Lincoln  memorial  project.  After 
giving  the  proposition  much  thought  and  talking  it  over 
with  my  family,  I  affiliated  with  the  company  on  Febru- 
ary 12,  1928.  Referring  to  my  selection,  Mr.  Hall  stated 
later  on :  "It  was  largely  through  his  work  in  behalf  of 
the  memorial  movement  that  he  obtained  recognition  as 
a  reliable  authority  on  Abraham  Lincoln  in  this  state." 

It  was  made  clear  to  me  from  the  very  first  conference, 
after  my  employment,  that  no  plans  whatever  had  been 
made  for  the  new  Lincoln  department.  Mr.  Hall  stressed 
the  point  that  I  was  to  make  my  own  recommendations 
about  the  character  and  scope  of  the  project.  He  also 
suggested  that,  while  he  was  favorably  impressed  with 
the  venture,  my  first  job  would  be  to  sell  the  other  officers 
on  the  proposal.  One  phase  of  my  activities  had  already 
been  determined  by  the  company  in  offering  my  services 
to  the  Indiana  Lincoln  Union,  as  long  as  they  needed  me 
in  the  memorial  project.  As  the  number  of  these  speeches 
tapered  off,  the  company  began  filling  in  my  vacant  time 
with  speaking  appointments,  which  soon  took  the  form 
of  an  itinerary. 

The  recordings  of  my  researches  made  during  the 
Kentucky  residence,  on  the  early  history  of  the  Lincoln 
family,  were  brought  to  Indiana,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  one  of  the  primary  objectives  in  the  new  office 
should  be  a  similar  approach  to  the  Indiana  environs  of 
the  Lincolns.  This  proposal  was  largely  responsible  for 
naming  the  new  department.  The  Lincoln  Historical  Re- 
search Foundation.  The  earliest  acquisition  in  this  field 
was  the  Richard  Thompson  collection  of  manuscripts, 
then  in  possession  of  his  estate  at  Terre  Haute.  Thomp- 
son was  a  friend  of  Lincoln,  a  leading  Whig  politician 
of  the  state  and  a  correspondent  of  the  President.  Ac- 
quired were  1,500  papers  which  included  Thompson's 
correspondence  with  Lincoln's  Indiana  contemnoraries. 
The  personal  papers  of  Hugh  McCulloch,  a  Fort  Wayne 
citizen,  and  Lincoln's  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  were 
loaned  to  the  Foundation  by  his  grandson. 

Two  very  important  files  of  manuscripts  I  had  previ- 
ously acquired  were  also  brought  with  me.  One,  over 
2,000  Helm-Haycraft  papers,  dating  back  to  the  late 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  extending  to  the 
Civil  War,  mainly  referring  to  the  citizens  of  the  Lincoln 
country.  The  other,  the  Hanks-Hitchcock  papers,  was 
the  most  extensive  collection  of  information  gathered 
about  the  Hanks  family  in  America,  as  well  as  the  Eng- 
lish forebears.  Included  was  a  great  mass  of  correspond- 
ence between  members  of  the  family,  copies  of  public 
records,  and  1,200  genealogical  papers  about  the  Hankses 
and  their  relatives. 

Aside  from  the  public  forum  as  an  outlet  for  informa- 
tion about  the  Lincoln  story,  a  medium  was  needed  for 
the  publication  of  newly  discovered  findings  in  the  field 
of  Lincolniana.  On  the  same  day  of  Lincoln's  demise, 
April  15,  the  first  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore  came  from  the 
press  in  1929.  It  was  a  one  page,  S^'xll",  bulletin 
published  weekly  and  sent  gratis  to  those  interested  in 
the  16th  President.  It  served  as  a  clearing  house  for  all 
types  of  information  about  Lincoln  and  featured  a  Lin- 
coln bibliography.  After  it  had  been  in  circulation  six 
months,  a  query  was  sent  to  the  recipients  by  Mr.  Hall 
asking  for  their  reaction  to  the  sheet  and  it  received 
very  complimentary  approval. 
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A  Lincoln  Memorial  Highway  crossing  Southern  Indi- 
ana was  proposed  in  1930,  and  on  September  18,  Gover- 
nor Harry  G.  Leslie  appointed  a  commission  to  promote 
the  undertaking,  with  Arthur  F.  Hall  as  chairman.  I 
was  appointed  historian  to  the  group.  Similar  commis- 
sions were  named  by  the  governors  of  Kentucky  and 
Illinois,  and  Mr.  Hall  became  chairman  of  the  joint  meet- 
ings of  the  commissions  of  three  states,  and  I  served  as 
secretary.  Much  of  my  time  was  spent  in  attempting  to 
locate  the  Indiana  segment  of  this  proposed  highway, 
and  a  printed  report  was  issued  presenting,  in  detail, 
the  preferred  route. 

While  plans  for  the  future  development  of  the  Founda- 
tion's activities  evolved,  it  became  more  and  more  ap- 
parent that  an  outstanding  Lincoln  Library  should  be 
created  as  the  ground  work  for  a  significant  collection  of 
Lincolniana.  Five  outstanding  compilations  of  Lincoln 
literature  had  been  gathered  in  America.  The  founders 
were  Daniel  Fish,  W.  H.  Lambert,  C.  W.  McLellan,  J. 
B.  Oakleaf  and  Judd  Stewart,  known  as  the  "Big  Five." 
Lambert's  collection  had  been  disseminated  and  sold  at 
auction;  McLellan's  was  acquired  by  Brown  University; 
Stewart's  went  to  Huntington  Library  at  San  Marino, 
California;  Fish  was  deceased,  the  collection  being  re- 
tained by  his  estate  in  Minneapolis;  and  Oakleaf,  the 
youngest  of  the  five,  was  still  active  in  the  collector's 
field. 

The  fact,  that  one  of  the  nation's  great  Lincoln  li- 
braries was  located  on  the  eastern  coast,  another  on  the 
western  coast  and  a  third  dispersed,  gave  further  em- 
phasis to  the  need  for  a  notable  collection  of  Lincolniana 
in  the  middle  west,  where  Lincoln  lived  most  of  his  life. 
There  appeared  to  be  but  one  opportunity  open  to  achieve 
this  end,  the  acquisition  of  the  Daniel  Fish  Library.  A 
visit  to  Minneapolis  and  an  appraisal  of  the  collection  re- 
vealed that  it  could  be  purchased,  but  there  was  one 
serious  deficiency  observed.  Although  it  was  the  most 
desirable  of  all  five  libraries,  from  our  point  of  view, 
because  Judge  Fish  had  published  the  first  recognized 
Lincoln  bibliography  in  1906,  after  that,  his  interest 
abated  to  an  extent  and  no  items  had  been  added  since 
1925. 

The  most  tenacious  collector  of  Lincolniana  in  1930, 
was  Albert  H.  Griffith,  of  Fisk,  Wisconsin,  and  his  hold- 
ings would  be  adequate  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Fish 
Library.  With  the  acquisition  of  these  two  collections  of 
literature,  we  would  have  the  most  complete  compilation 
of  books  and  pamphlets  on  Abraham  Lincoln  ever  gath- 
ered in  one  place.  It  was  a  grand  day  for  all  admirers  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  when,  on  February  7,  1930,  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  voted  funds  for  the  purchase  of  Lin- 
colniana gathered  by  Daniel  Fish  and  Albert  H.  Griffith. 

With  the  manuscript  collections  and  Lincoln  literature 
now  housed  in  a  fire  proof  building,  a  major  effort  in 
conservation  had  been  accomplished.  But,  a  still  further 
safeguard  for  preservation  was  achieved  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  combination  bookcase  and  manuscript  files  of 
steel,  stained  mahogany,  as  Markham  put  it,  "The  color 
of  the  ground  was  in  him,  the  red  earth,  the  smack  and 
tange  of  elemental  things."  Mr.  Hall  said,  "when  an  indi- 
vidual collector  dies,  his  collection  may  be  sold  at  auction 
and  scattered.  A  corporation  does  not  die,  and  this  col- 
lection is  in  permanent  hands.  It  will  increase  in  value 
as  the  years  go  by." 

After  the  cataloguing  had  been  completed  and  each 
item  placed  in  its  proper  niche,  the  time  came  to  plan 
for  the  dedication.  A  day  close  to  Lincoln's  birthday  was 
desired,  but  not  the  actual  day  when  nation-wide,  annual 
observances  would  be  scheduled,  so  the  evening  of  Febru- 
ary 11,  was  selected.  The  program  was  divided  into  three 
sessions.  The  Official  Dedication  at  four,  the  Lincoln 
Dinner  at  six-thirty,  and  the  Lincoln  Student's  Assembly 
at  eight. 

Samuel  M.  Foster,  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  com- 
pany, presided  at  the  dedication  session  and  the  dedica- 
tory address  was  delivered  by  Louis  H.  Bailey,  state 
librarian.  Other  speakers  were:  Dr.  Otto  L.  Schmidt  of 
Chicago,  president  of  the  Illinois  Historical  Society;  Dr. 
D.  B.  Waldo  of  Kalamazoo,  president  of  Western  State 
Teachers  College;  Richard  Lieber  of  Indianapolis,  direc- 
tor of  the  Indiana  Conservation   Department;   and  Ross 


McCulloch  of  Fort  Wayne,  grandson  of  Hugh  McCulloch, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  Lincoln.  Mr.  Foster,  in 
the  formal  dedicatory  rite,  used  this  committal :  "We  the 
officers  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Comnany, 
and  the  Lincoln  students  assembled,  do  hereby  dedicate 
this  library  and  museum  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  ideals 
and   memory  of   Abraham   Lincoln." 

President  Hall  was  host  at  the  dinner  and  excerpted 
from  his  welcome  address  is  this  statement: 

"No  motive  of  commercialism  or  profit  entered  into  our 
plans  to  assemble  this  wealth  of  Lincolniana  —  We  seek 
merely  to  provide  the  means  and  the  channel  through 
which  there  may  continue  to  flow  an  ever  increasing 
volume  of  information  concerning  Lincoln,  especially  to 
the  youth  of  our  land,  that  they  may  be  influenced  to 
think  and  to  live  as  Lincoln  did  —  'with  malice  towards 
none  and  charity  for  all.'  " 

A  dialogue  based  on  the  Lincoln-Grace  Bedell  epi- 
sode was  presented  by  Mr.  Verlin  Harrold  and  11  year 
old  Eleanor  Warren.  A  letter  was  read  by  Mr.  Hall  from 
the  former  Miss  Bedell,  now  Mrs.  Billings,  90  years  old. 
Vice  President  Mead  announced  the  granting  of  a  com- 
mission to  Mr.  Manship  to  do  a  Lincoln  statue.  Stereopti- 
con  pictures  of  noted  Lincoln  statues  were  shown. 

The  director  of  the  Foundation  presided  at  the  Lin- 
coln Assembly,  which  followed  the  dinner.  Frank  B. 
Taylor,  of  Fort  Wayne,  and  son  of  an  author  who  com- 
posed one  of  the  famous  funeral  poems,  related  some 
reminiscences.  The  speaker  of  the  evening  was  Dr. 
Edgar  DeWitt  Jones,  of  Detroit,  who  spoke  on  "The 
Lincoln  Fellowship"  and  concluded  his  remarks  with  an 
appeal  to  those  present:  "Let  not  the  Lincoln  in  you 
die." 

There  was  one  more  preliminary  to  be  observed  before 
the  events  associated  with  the  Foundation's  origin  and 
its  routine  operation  could  be  set  in  motion,  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  heroic  bronze  statue  of  "Abraham  Lincoln, 
The  Hoosier  Youth"  by  Paul  Manship.  It  now  stood  veiled 
in  the  court  in  front  of  the  company  office  building  where 
the  Lincoln  collection  was  enshrined.  No  detail  was  over- 
looked in  making  extensive  plans  for  its  dedication  on 
September  16,  1932,  and  to  this  end  public  relation  ex- 
perts from  Chicago  had  been  retained.  In  the  initial 
arrangements,  the  counsellors  seriously  objected  to  the 
verbose  and  unwieldy  name  they  were  obliged  to  use 
over  and  over  again,  "The  Lincoln  Historical  Research 
Foundation  of  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany." They  urged  persuasively  that  the  title  be  con- 
densed to  "Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation,"  and  it 
was  approved. 

While  the  dedication  of  the  collection  of  Lincolniana 
had  been  largely  of  interest  to  a  mid-western  consti- 
tuency, the  statue  ceremonies  were  to  be  broadcast 
nation-wide  through  the  facilities  of  radio.  Music  by  a 
famous  band  and  the  solos  by  Cyrena  Van  Gordon  of  the 
Chicago  Civic  Opera  Company  contributed  to  the  enter- 
tainment feature  of  the  proceedings,  which  were  pre- 
sented on  September  16,  1932.  The  Dedication  Program 
was  announced  for  12:30,  the  Lincoln  Students  Luncheon 
at  2:00,  and  the  Tribute  to  Youth  at  3:00.  Messages  were 
read  by  Mr.  Hall  from  President  Hoover  and  the  widow 
of  Robert  Lincoln,  son  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  veil 
was  lifted  from  the  statue  by  Arthur  Fletcher  Hall,  III, 
grandson  of  the  company  president  and  great  great 
grandson  of  Hugh  McCulloch. 

The  statue  ceremonies,  with  one  session  designated  as 
"A  Tribute  to  Youth,"  gave  emphasis  to  the  young  Lin- 
coln. The  wish  expressed  by  Mr.  Hall  in  the  dedication 
of  the  Foundation,  "that  the  youth  of  our  land  .  .  .  may 
be  influenced  to  think  and  live  as  Lincoln  did,"  seems  to 
have  been  on  its  way  to  fulfillment  in  the  exercises  which 
featured  Dan  Beard,  the  outstanding  Boy  Scout  advo- 
cate. His  presence  contributed  to  the  proposal  by  the 
Foundation  that  annually  scout  troops  visit  en-masse, 
on  Lincoln's  Birthday,  a  Lincoln  statue  or  shrine  located 
in  their  area.  For  nearly  forty  years,  these  pilgrimages 
have  been  encouraged  and  attendance  awards  provided 
by  the   Foundation  for   Boy  Scouts  participating. 

Information  about  the  history  of  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Foundation,  from  these  days  of  its  origin  through 
the  subsequent  years,  may  be  obtained  in  the  complete 
files  of  Lincoln  Lore  to  be  found  in  Public  Libraries 
throughout  the  nation. 
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RFD  2,  Box  61, 
Titusville,  NJ  0856O 
20  Mar  I98O 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  IN  ^+6801 

Dear  Sir: 

In  the  Zh   Mar  I98O  issue  of  LINN'S  STAMP  NEWS  (p.  52),  there  is  an 
excellent  article  by  D.  Wayne  Johnson  describing  his  discovery  of  the  full  name 
of  the  sculptor  of  the  1873  bas-relief  of  Abraham  Lincoln  which  your  company  had 
copied  by  the  Medal lie  Art  company  of  NYC  in  19&3«   F°r  the  first  time,  postal 
stationery  collectors  know  the  origin  of  the  lithograph  by  L.  G.  Muller  which  was 
used  for  the  Lincoln  library  postal  cards  of  1911  and  1913* 

May  I  have  a  glossy  photo  of  the  19&3  medal  to  use  to  illustrate  an 
article  on  Mr.  Johnson's  research  for  the  magazine,  POSTAL  STATIONERY?   I  feel 
sure  that  you  probably  sent  me  a  flyer  picturing  this  medal  along  with  an  annual 
premium  notice  some  time  in  the  past,  but  I  gave  away  all  those  flyers  to  a  Lin- 
coln collector  some  years  ago  and  have  none  at  hand.   So,  if  you  do  not  have  an 
extra  glossy,  one  of  those  flyers  might  suffice. 

I  assume  that  you  already  have  uncancelled  copies  of  the  two  Lincoln 

cards  mentioned  (one  is  in  red,  the  other  in  green,  revised  to  conform  to  TJ.P.U. 

requirements  for  uniform  colors;,  but  if  you  do  not,  I'd  be  happy  to  send  you 
one  of  each  for  your  collection,  without  charge. 


sincerely , 


Theodore    W.    Bozarth 


LINCOLN  NATIONAL 
CO-OP  ADVERTISING 

App'd    I  5  61980 

By 

SALES  C  0 R?  O RATION 
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April  3,  1980 


Mr.  Theodore  W.  Bozarth 
RFD  2,  Box  61 
Titusvllle,  NJ  08560 

Dear  Mr.  Bozarth: 

Will  a  photograph  of  the  original  Pickett  plaque  do? 
Incidentally,  we  don't  receive  Linn's  Stamp  News  and  would 
like  to  have  a  photocopy  of  the  article.  Could  you  get 
us  one?  We  do  have  both  the  green  and  red  cards. 

Yours  truly, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr 


MEN/skc 

Enc 

■■ohjumJ:  ^    321  Ji 


RFD  2,  Box  61, 

Titusville,  NJ  0850O 
9  Apr  1980 

Mr.  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr.,  Director, 
Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Museum, 
1300  South  Clinton  Street, 
Fort  Wayne ,  IN  ^6801 

Dear  Mr.  Neely: 

Many  thanks  for  that  very  fine  photo  of  the  original  plaque  by  Byron 
Pickett.   It  is  so  nice  that  I  hesitate  to  trust  it  to  our  editor  and  the  ppinters 
as  they  are  very  slow  in  returning  illustrative  material,  which  is  always  exposed 
to  the  ink-stained  fingers  of  subordinates.   Would  it  not  be  possible  to  send  me 
even  a  half-tone  of  the  19&3  medal  (.like  the  one  that  Johnson  used  in  the  inclosed 
article)?   If  nothing  better  is  at  hand,  an  unused  copy  of  your  mailing  label 
would  suffice. 

I  am  very  happy  to  send  you  a  Xerox  copy  of  the  article  in  LINN'S  STAMP 
NEWS,  but  regret  that  the  awkward  size  makes  for  unhandy  copies  on  the  only  mach- 
ines available  to  me.   Should  you  want  the  article  on  a  single  sheet,  it  probably 
could  be  obtained  directly  from  the  American  Philatelic  Research  Library,  P.  0. 
Box  338,  State  College,  PA  I68OI  at  100  per  sheet  plus  SASE.   Possibly  an  original 
tear  sheet  might  be  obtained  from  LINN'S  STAMP  NEWS,  P.  0.  Box  29,  Sidney,  OH  ^53^7 

Please  do  not  think  that  I  am  unappreciative  of  your  first  sending.   I 
will  keep  that  to  illustrate  my  own  collection  of  these  cards  if  I  cannot  get  re- 
assurance from  our  editor  that  it  will  receive  special  attention  while  at  his  of- 
fice,  lut  I  could  send  a  smaller  photo  or  half-tone  of  the  later  medal  without 
the  worry  I  would  have  for  the  large  photo  of  the  original. 

Sincerely , 


Theodore  W.  Bozarth  {J 


'"O^tlA^C 


April  lfc,  1Q30 

"  -   W,  Bozarth 

RFD  2,  Box  61 
Titusville,  NJ  O856O 

Dear  Mr.  Bozarth: 

Don't  worry  about  the  photograph.  We  can  replace  it  if  the 
printer  damages  it.  I  will  send  you  a  photograph  of  the  medal 
as  soon  as  our  photographer  sends  us  some  prints  from  the  negative. 

-'any  thanks  for  the  copy  of  the  article. 

Yours  truly, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr, 


MEN/jaf 


22  Jun  1980 


wear  lit.    Neely: 


^JtTXcVAJG^ 


Please  accept  my  belated  thanks  for  the 
glossy  photo  of  the  19&3  replica  of  the  Pickett  plaque 
Family  illness  has  disrupted  my  personal  plans  and  I 
have  just  now  compiled  a  brief  article  on* Johnson's 
research  for  POSTAL  STATIONERY.   It  willCprobably  be 
at  least  six  months  before  this  appears  in  print  but 
I  will  send  you  a  copy  when  it  does. 


With  all  good  wishes. 


Sincerely, 


iheodore   W,    Bozart 


BOX  61    R.  R.  2 

RIVER  ROAD 

TITUSV1LLE,  N.  J.       08560 
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August  10,  1981 


Linn's  Stamp  News 
P.O.  Box  29 
Sidney,  Ohio  U5367 

Dear  Sirs: 


We  have  been  informed  that  your  March  2U,.  1980,  issue  of 
Linn's  Stamp  Hews  contained  an  article  by  D.  Wayne  Johnson 
on  page  52  pertaining  to  his  discovery  of  the  full  name  of 
a  sculptor  named  Pickett  vho  did  an  l&O  bas-relief  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  v 

We  have  some  of  Pickett's  work  and  would  very  much  like  to 
have  your  March  2U,  1980,  issue  of  Linn's  Stamp  News  for  our 
files,  preferably  an  original,  and  if  not  a  Xerox  copy  of 
this  article. 

Can  you  help  us  out? 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance  in  this  matter. 

Sincerely  yours, 


A 


r 


A 
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MJH/vpg 


Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
Assistant  to  Dr.  Neely 
The  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 
1300  South  Clinton  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  IN  46801 
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Also  cataloged   in  Large  journal   an icle   file 


LINNS  STAMP  NEWS,  Monday,  Match  24,  I960 


Pickett  Head  of  Lincoln  model  for 
United  States  postal  card  engraving 


By  D.  Wayne  Johnson 

The  model  from  which  the 
head  of  Lincoln  was  taken  for 
the  United  States  postal  card 
of  1911  (Scott  UX23and,  later, 
UX26)  was  a  bas-relief  bronze 
created  in  1873.  The  work  of 
art  had  an  obscure  history  pri- 
or to  1893.  but  an  interesting 
one  (hereafter 

The  original  bronze  mea- 
sured 24  by  19  inches  and  was 
an  elliptical  vertical  oval.  It 
was  signed  "Pickett  1873"  with 
no  further  identity  to  its  cre- 
ator, either  on  the  piece  itself 
or  to  its  owners  for  over  a  cen- 
tury. 

The  bronze  became  known 
as  the  "Pickett  Head"  or 
"Pickett's  Profile  of  Lincoln," 
but  the  identity  of  Pickett  re- 
mained a  mystery  until  1972. 

As  one  authority  said, 
"Much  effort  has  been  put 
forth  through  the  years  to 
learn  some  biographical  facts 
about  the  sculptor,  but  to  no 
avail." 

The  foreguing  was  a  quota- 
tion from  Dr  Louis  A.  Warren, 
editor  of  Lincoln  Lore,  in  a 
May  1955  article  published  in 
the  bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  Na- 
tional Foundation,  owner  of  the 
Lincoln  bronze  bas-relief  from 
I923to  the  present. 

Comparing  the  original 
bronze  and  the  design  of  the 
postal  cards  of  1911  and  1913. 
the  obvious  difference  is  the 
facing  of  the  portrait.  Lincoln 
faces  right  on  the  original  bas- 
relief,  but  the  designer 
changed  this  to  face  left  on  the 
one  cent  c?rds. 

However,  the  shape  of  the 
nose,  hair,  beard  and  ear  are 
all  comparable,  unquestiona- 
bly, Pickett's  Head  was  the 
artist's  model  for  the  station- 
er,'engraving. 

Scott  11X23"  was  issued  Jan. 
21,  1911.  in  red  on  a  cream 
card,  while  Scott  UX26  is  the 
same  save  for  the  color  ink, 


ill! 


green,  and  was  issued  July 
1913. 

Part  of  its  obscure  history 
the  location  of  the  bronze  Iwt 
relief  from  its  crent 
IS93.  In  that  year.  I  G.  Mullri 
of  Chicago,  a  Lincoln  ufirUmn 
do,  came  into  possession  of  it 
and.  later  in  1909,  obtained  a 
copyright  of  Pickett's  creation 
As  Lincoln  collectors  know, 
the  penod  1908-09  was  a  marl- 
Strom  of  Lincoln  activity  Hun 
dreds  of  Lincolniana  memen- 
tos were  created  for  the  ecu 
tennial  of  his  1809  birth. 

Medals,  books,  ribbons, 
plates  —  numerous  items  weir 
created  among  this  frenzied 
activity.  The  only  thing  lack- 
ing was  a  national  exposition, 
as  opportunists  and  Lincoln  en- 
thusiasts merchandised  Lin- 
coln souvenirs. 

Apparently  it  was  Muller's 
idea  to  capitalize  on  his  posses 
sion  For  he  did  indeed  issue 
and  sell  lithograph  illustra- 
tions of  his  bas-relief  head  o( 
Lincoln. 

It  was  one  of  these  litho- 
graphs that  he  sent  to  the  Post 
Office  Department  as  an  entry 
for  a  proposed  postal  card  de- 
sign His  was  one  of  20  such  en- 
tries. 

Dr  Warren  tells  us.  "Muller 
received  from  A.M.  Travis, 
third  assistant  postmaster,  a 
letter  dated  December  11.  1909 
informing  him  that  his  portrait 
of  the  plaque  would  probably 
be  used  on  the  new  postal  is- 
sue " 

The  acceptance  of  the  Pick- 
ett Head  appears  in  the  report 
of  the  Post  Office  Department 
for  1909  and  again  in  1910.  prior 
to  the  1911  issuance  of  Scott 
UX23. 

Also  during  1908  Muller  en- 
ticed several  prominent  Lin- 
coln collectors  to  establish  a 
company,  with  him  as  direc- 
tor, to  merchandise  the  litho- 
graphs he  had  produced,  and 
to  sell  metal  replicas  of  the 
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A  medal,  struck  in  1K3  for  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.,  bears  the  likeness  of 
Lincoln  by  the  sculptor  Byron 
M.  Pickett.  A  specimen  will  be 
auctioned  at  the  National  Col- 
lectibles Exposition  in  Chicago 
March  29  in  a  sale  conducted 
by  Johnson  and  Jensen  of  Dan- 
bury,  Conn. 

Lincoln  Pickett  Head. 

The  success  of  the  venture 
appears  slim  from  a  historical 
viewpoint,  as  the  lithographs 
today  are  scarce  and  other 
than  a  few  exact  size  replicas, 
no  other  metal  reproductions 
are  known  to  exist  from  this 
penod 

Muller  was  aggressive'  how- 
ever, in  the  exhibition  of  his 
Pickett  bronze.  We  have  re- 
cord that  it  hung  in  the  Chica- 
go Art  Museum  for  four  years, 
and  later  in  Seattle,  where 
Muller  had  later  moved. 

During;  this  penod,  several 
authonties  had  examined  the 
Lincoln  portrait  and  comment- 
ed un  ilj.  aaisiic  merit.  Most 
famous  of  these  was  George 
Evan  Roberts,  director  of  the 
Mint  from  1898  to  1914,  who 
called  it,  "the  finest  likeness  of 
Lincoln  that  has  yet 
appeared  " 

In  1923  Arthur  F.  Hall,  presi- 
dent of  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Insurance  Co,  acquired 
Pickett's  Head  and  placed  it 
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Pictured  is  the  1873  auction 
catalog  which  contained  the 
first  reference  to  a  Pickett  and 
gave  a  full  name.  It  was  acci- 
dentally discovered  in  the  New 
York  Public  Library. 

among  a  large  collection  of 
Lincoln  portraits,  the  greatest 
number  of  which  were  some 
1,200  medals. 

Hall  established  a  museum 
that  is  now  the  Lincoln  Nation- 
al Life  Foundation  in  Fort 
Wayne.  Ind 

The  story  doesn't  end  there, 
however.  Forty  years  later, 
company  officials  wanted  their 
own  Lincoln  medal  and  had  the 
museum  forward  the  original 
to  Medallic  Art  Co.,  then  of 
New  York  City. 

A  plaster  cast  was  made  to 
serve  as  the  pattern  for  a 
struck  medal.  A  three-inch  die 
was  made  to  produce  bronze 
medals  (76.2  by  58.7  millime- 
ters). 

The  medal,  designated  63-9, 
incorporated  Pickett's  Lincoln 
portrait  with  added  lettenng 
around  the  oval  circumfer- 
ence, "The  Lincoln  National 
Life  Insurance  Company  " 

Like  the  original,  Pickett's 
name  and  date  were  included 
on  the  uniface  medal,  but  at 


Scott  UX23  (top)  was  printed  with  red  ink  on  a  cream  card  and 
was  modeled  after  the  Pickett  Head  of  Lincoln.  Scott  UX2*  (bot- 
tom), issued  three  years  later  in  1913,  also  was  modeled  after  the 
Pickett  Head  of  Lincoln,  but  was  printed  in  green  ink  on  a  cream 
card. 


Selling  a  stamp  collection 


By  John  D.  Apfelbaum 

1819  John  F.  Kennedy  Blvd. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  19103 

Most  collectors,  fortunately, 
become  quite  adept  at  buying 
stamps  for  their  collections. 
They  learn  prices,  quality,  and 
how  to  discern  the  ethics  of 
stamp  dealers,  and  the  deal- 
er's ability  and  desire  to  satis- 
fy them. 

But,  collectors  generally 
only  sell  their  stamps  once;  for 
them  it  is  a  virgin  field  and 
there  are  several  things  that 
sellers  can  do  to  make  their  ex- 
periences easier  and  more 
profitable. 

First  of  all,  you'd  be  amazed 
at  the  number  of  sellers  who 
present  their  collections  for 
sale  in  a  disorderly  manner.  A 
collector  owes  it  to  himself  to 
present  an  orderly  and  neat 
collection  to  a  buyer. 

It  is  hard  to  expect  a  buyer 
to  value  highly  your  precious 
stamps  if  you  present  them 
like  the  proprietor  of  a  Moroc- 
can market  stall. 

Albums  should  be  used  or 
stockbooks,  or  failing  that, 
even  glassine  envelopes.  Keep 
in  mind  that  a  buyer  can  be 
prejudiced  against  your  collee- 
uon  by  its  presentation  in  the 
same  way  that,  if  at  a  bourse, 
you  are  prejudiced  against  the 
dealer   whose    displays    are 


who  has  soda  stains  on  his  T- 
shirt. 

If  you  go  to  his  booth  at  all,  it 
is  in  the  hope  of  finding  a  bar- 
gain, not  out  of  a  feeling  of  re- 
spect. Don't  put  yourself  in 
that  position.  Though  in  many 
ways  your  stamps  speak  for 
themselves,  presentation  does 
count. 

Many  collections  have  one  or 
two  real  dogs  in  them.  These 
are  usually  high  catalog  value 
sumps,  usually  torn  or  thinned 
through,  that  are  below  apace 
filler  grade. 

The  owner  usually  paid  noth- 
ing (or  next  to  nothing)  for 
these  stamps  and  he  would 
never  be  able  to  buy  in  brtter 
condition. 

When  you're  selling  your  col- 
lection, take  them  out  and  put 
them,  uncounted  in  (he  catalog 
value,  in  the  front  (or  back)  of 
your  album  on  a  stockcard 

This  accomplishes  both  not 
prejudicing  the  buyer  ■ta+nt* 
the  quality  and  also  deflecting 
the  buyer  from  thinking  you 
don't  know  very  much  about 
stamps,  and  attempting  to 
make  his  purchase  mom  "»it 
vantageous"(lohlm> 

Use  the  severely  damagi*) 
stamps  as  a  throw-in  (but  don't 
tell  (be  buyer  |  oetoreher*, 
sneaky  you)  and  you  might 
wefl  be  able  to  get  a  small  up 
ward  revision  in  price. 

Seil  only  w)PBJl)W«M 
torn  and  respect.  T%£i  *m4 


obvious  but  most  unhappy 
sellers  violated  this  rule  in 
hopes  of  a  few  extra  dollars. 

And  you'd  do  yourself  a  ser- 
vice, though  you'd  get  no  more 
money,  to  realize  that,  though 
most  stamp  dealers  love 
stamps,  they  usually  do  not  en- 
gage in  the  highly  competitive, 
risky,  tiring  business  of  buying 
and  celling  stamps  for  love 
alone 

Dealer;  expect  to  make  a 
profit,  and  if  a  seller  be- 
grudge* the  dealer  that  profit, 
thr  mult  is  not  that  the  dealer 
won't  make  a  profit  but  that 
the  viler  will  feel  cheated  I 
have  never  known  a  stamp 
professional  to  buy  a  collection 
that  he  didn't  think  he  was 
going  to  make  money  on. 

»>  flexible  Do  not  set  up 
condition*  under  which  the 
buyer  of  your  stamps  feels 
ariJfWy  over  the  arrangement. 
,£fring  forced  io  view  collec- 
tion* In  hank  vaults,  given  in- 
aoVqiui*  lighting  and  time,  or 
oVmanding  payment  by  certi- 
fied check  (If  you  can't  trust 
•hai  a  urriain  dealer's  check 
will  or  good,  you  shouldn't 
tmvt  rontiiMod  him  in  the  first 
p\mift  art  rxampfes  of  ways  in 
Which  a  uHler  can  make  it  dif- 
feuM  for  a  dollar  to  pay  as 
much  m  a  collection  deserves. 
(tfoffip  price*  are  so  high 
mm  and  quality  (a  so  hapor- 
Jirrt  AM  a  competent  profes- 
**•**»  ttOOOa  time  and  light  to 


pay  what  your  stamps  are 
worth. 

An  old  time  dealer  used  to 
say  that  whatever  conditions  a 
seller  might  establish  for  ex- 
amination that  he,  the  dealer, 
would  meet  them 

The  dealer  meant  that  he 
would  even  look  at  a  collection, 
if  so  required,  dancing  a  jig  or 
whistling  a  tune,  but  it  was  the 
collector  this  dealer  said  who 
would  pay  the  piper.  So  be  flex- 
ible. 

Be  aware,  too,  that  the  days 
of  easy  travel  are  gone.  Air 
fares,  tied  to  fuel  costs,  went 
up  almost  40  percent  in  the 
past  year.  If  you  expect  a 
stamp  dealer  to  travel  to  your 
home,  his  costs,  let's  be  frank, 
come  from  somewhere. 

All  stamp  professionals  will 
still  make  housecalls,  but  none 
prefer  it,  and  a  collection 
shipped  to  the  central  office  of 
a  responsible  firm  has  no 
"traveling  surcharge"  taken 
from  the  offered  price. 

In  most  cases,  the  truth  be 
told,  selling  a  collection  is  a  lot 
like  buying  a  car.  There  is  of- 
ten some  haggling,  different 
dealers  do  pay  different  prices, 
and  it's  most  important  to  deal 
with  a  competent  reliable  per- 
son you  can  trust. 

But  with  a  little  care,  and 
adherence  to  these  sugges- 
tions, selling  your  collection 
does  not  have  to  be  an  irritat- 
ing  experience. 


this  time  the  identity  of  Pickett 
was  still  unknown. 

It  was  not  until  the  medal 
was  cataloged  for  Medallic 
Art's  archives  that  this  prob- 
lem came  to  my  attention, 
then  director  of  research  for 
the  medal  manufacturing  com- 
pany. 

My  search  for  more  data  on 
Pickett  —  a  full  name,  dates. 
anything  —  came  up  with  the 
same  result  as  previous  re- 
searchers. 

However,  while  searching 
another  matter  at  the  New 
York  Public  Library  in  Apnl 
1972, 1  accidentally  found  a  ref- 
erence to  a  "Pickett"  in  an  ob- 
scure catalog  of  an  1873  auc- 
tion.   ■ 

Was  this  an  example  of 
serendipity?  It  was!  The  24-lot 
auction  included  medallions  by 
"Byron  M.  Pickett"  who  had 
created  several  sculptures, 
most  prominent  of  which  were 
these  medallions.  Despite 
years  of  research  by  others, 
could  this  be  the  elusive  Pick- 
ett? 

With  the  aid  of  the  Archives 
of  American  Art.  documents 
were  found  that  placed  Byron 
Pickett  in  New  York  City.  He 
was  a  friend  of  sculptor  Wil- 
liam Rudolph  O'Donovan,  but 
the  friendship  ended  over  a 
dispute,  when  both  artists 
sought  the  same  commission. 

Further  research  revealed 
that  Pickett  had  come  to  live 


in  New  York  City  in  the  early 
1870s  and  worked  as  a  sculptor. 
He  lived  there  until  1877.  Little 
else  was  found  about  him,  ei- 
ther before  or  after  this  penod. 

The  conclusion  that  this  was 
the  correct  Pickett  led  Dr  R. 
Gerald  McMurtry,  then  direc- 
tor of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation,  to  call  it  an  impor- 
tant discovery. 

The  medals  which  led  to  the 
research  which  bore  Pickett's 
famous  Lincoln  portrait  were 
used  by  Lincoln  Life  Insurance 
Co.  in  1965  and  later.  Illustra- 
tions of  the  medal  appeared  in 
company  advertising,  calen- 
dars and  other  literature 

And  what  of  the  medal  to- 
day? It  is  a  highly  desired  col- 
lector's item.  One  specimen  is 
coming  up  for  auction  in  a  sale 
at  the  National  Collectibles 
Exposition  in  Chicago  on 
March  29 

The  auction  is  being  conduct- 
ed by  Johnson  and  Jensen  of 
Danbury.  Conn.,  one  of  two 
such  auctions  being  held  there, 
the  other  by  Paul  Cunningham 
of  Tecumseh.  Mich 

The  medal  auction  contains 
30  lots  of  Lincoln  items  among 
the  1,163  lots  offered.  The  sale 
takes  place  in  the  Kennedy 
Room  of  the  O'Hare/ Kennedy 
Holiday  Inn.  Rosemont,  near 
Chicago's  O'Hare  Airport 

The  event  is  open  from  10 
a.m.  to  9  p.m..  March  29,  and 
10  a.m.  to  6  p.m..  March  30. 


Southeastern  acquires 
Shelton  and  Associates 


Southeastern  Stamp  Co 
owned  and  operated  by  Lewis 
Berg  and  Jay  R.  Abandond, 
announces  the  acquisition  and 
purchase  of  Shelton  and  Asso- 
ciates and  S  and  A  Auctions. 

William  Shelton,  previous 
owner  of  Shelton  and  Associ- 
ates and  S  and  A  Auctions,  is  a 
board  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Stamp  Dealers'  Associa- 
tion and  had  the  "largest  firm 
operating  in  the  southwest  sec- 
tion of  the  United  States,"  ac- 
cording to  a  Southeastern 
spokesman. 

The  business  transaction 
gives  Southeastern  Stamp  Co. 
of  Hollywood,  Fla.,  the  assets 
of  Shelton's  companies,  which 
include  one  of  the  largest 
stocks  of  Mexico  in  the  world. 

The  auction  business  under  S 
and  A  Auctions  will  be  contin- 
ued as  a  division  of  Southeast- 
ern Stamp  Co. 

Roberto  Liera,  expert  and 
author  on  Mexican  and  Latin 
American  philately  who  was  in 
partnership  with  Shelton,  will 
he   joining    the   ranks   with 


Southeastern  Stamp  Co.  and 
will  handle  the  Latin  Amencan 
and  Mexican  division  of  its 
sales. 

Berg  and  Abandond  have 
each  been  in  the  philatelic 
business  for  over  25  years,  ac- 
cording to  the  spokesman. 
Both  are  members  of  the 
ASDA,  American  Philatelic  So- 
ciety and  Philatelic  Founda- 
tion. 

Berg  is  the  current  president 
of  the  South  Flonda  Chapter  of 
the  ASDA. 

Both  owners  are  well  known 
and  diversified  United  States 
and  foreign  stamp  experts, 
notes  the  spokesman. 

All  stock  will  be  kept  and 
sold  by  Southeastern  Stamp 
Co.,  with  offices  located  at  1720 
Harrison  St.,  Suite  410,  Holly- 
wood, Fla.  33020. 

Trading  planned 

Trading  and  circuits  are  on 
tap  for  the  Howard  County 
Stamp  Club,  March  27,  7:30 
p.m.,  Thunderhill  Neighbor 
hood  Center,  Columbia ,  Md. 
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Reinsurance  Unveils 
New  Visitor  Medallion 

Forty-two  years  ago,  Lincoln 
National  Reinsurance  began  a  pro- 
gram to  recognize  first  time  visits  to 
Fort  Wayne  by  its  customers. 

Since  then,  the  Arthur  Hall  Medal- 
lion, (or  Founders  Medallion)  has  been 
presented  to  more  than  4,000  reinsur- 
ance visitors.  This  medallion  has 
represented  the  great  value  Lincoln 
National  Reinsurance  places  on  rein- 
surance relationships.  It  also  has 
served  as  a  memento  for  those  clients 
—a  remembrance  of  the  people  they 


met  and  the  service  they  received 
while  visiting  our  Fort  Wayne  offices. 

Much  has  changed  at  Lincoln 
National  in  the  past  four  decades,  but 
our  unswerving  commitment  to  our 
clients  has  not.  In  fact,  it  has  been 
reaffirmed  this  year  with  the  unveiling 
of  the  new  Lincoln  Medallion  that 
replaces  the  Hall  commemorative. 

The  Lincoln  Medallion  carries  on 
the  proud  tradition  of  its  predecessor. 
Both  sides  of  this  bronze  medallion 
bear  the  image  of  our  Sixteenth  Presi- 
dent. One,  like  the  Hall  original, 
depicts  a  studious  young  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  a  line  from  Edwin  Mark- 


ham's  poem,  "Lincoln,  A  Man  of 
the  People!' 

The  other  side  depicts  the  familiar 
bust  of  Lincoln  created  by  Byron  M. 
Pickett  in  1873.  Both  images  emulate 
the  integrity,  determination,  and 
strength  of  purpose  for  which  Lincoln 
himself  is  remembered  and  to  which 
Lincoln  National  and  the  Reinsurance 
Division  aspire. 

The  Lincoln  Medallion  is  special. 
It  is  an  art  medal.  Produced  by  the 
Medallic  Art  Company  of  Danbury, 
Connecticut,  this  medallion  was  pre- 
pared from  sculptors'  models.  These 
models  are  based  on  detailed  draw- 


Sculptor,  Gladys  Gunzer, 
revises  the  original  model. 


Model  and  rubber  mold  step 
in  the  epoxy  die  shell  process. 
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ings  that  were  approved  by  Lincoln 
National  Reinsurance  before  the 
second  phase  of  production  began. 

Once  the  drawing  was  approved,  a 
plaster  cast,  or  bas-relief,  of  it  was 
made.  This,  too,  was  approved  by 
Lincoln  National  before  further  action 
could  betaken. 

The  third  and  final  "pre-production" 
step— the  creation  of  an  epoxy  die 
shell  replica  of  the  original  work  was 
completed.  This  die  was  placed  on  a 
machine  and  pressed  into  a  solid 
block  of  soft  steel.  This  steel  was  then 
hardened  to  withstand  the  tons  of 
pressure  to  which  it  is  subjected  dur- 


ing the  striking  of  each  individual 
medallion. 

Art  medallions,  unlike  simpler 
medals,  require  several  "strikes"  in 
order  to  reproduce  the  sculptor's 
original  work  in  appropriate  detail. 
Each  strike  yields  even  finer  detail 
than  the  previous  one. 

The  Lincoln  Medallion  requires  four 
separate  strikes  to  bring  out  the 
minute  details  in  each  design.  Once 
the  medallion  is  completed,  its  edges 
are  trimmed  by  artisans  employed  by 
the  Medallic  Art  Company.  Finishing 
steps  include  sandblasting,  oxidizing, 
lacquering  and  baking.  It  is  a  months- 


long  process,  but  the  end  result  (as 
shown  in  the  accompanying  photos) 
is  well  worth  the  effort  and  the  wait. 

First-time  visitors  to  Lincoln 
National  Reinsurance  will  receive  the 
Lincoln  Medallion  this  year.  The 
Arthur  Hall  Medallion  has  been  retired 
to  its  rightful  place  in  the  Division's 
history.  The  traditions  it  established, 
however,  will  live  on  in  the  legacy  that 
will  become  known  as  the 
Lincoln  Medallion. (ft 


Sandblasting 
the  medallion 


Janvier  machine. 
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Date:  Oct  29  1996 

To:  J.  Flinspach  (J2F) ,  J.  Eber  (JIE) ,  J.  Johnston  (ART) 
From:  J.  Marquardt  (J.M) 


Joan:  Arthur  F.   Hall's  letter  dated  April  28,  1927  to  a  Mr.   J.   F. 
T.   O'Connor  in  Los  Angeles  states  in  part,  "We  own  the  original 
Pickett  bronze  of  Lincoln  which  has  been  used  as  a  model  by  the 
Government  a  number  of  times  on  coine,  etc.   From  time  to  time  we 
have  had  replicas  made  which  have  been  distributed  to  schools,  li- 
braries and  friends.   I  find,  however,  that  we  have  none  left  on  hand- 

We  have  ordered  a  new  supply  and  as  soon  as  they  are  received  I 
shall  forward  one  to  you  for  your  office." 

Further,  the  October  1923  issue  of  "Life  With  the  Lincoln"  states: 

"The  reproduction  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  from  the  famous  Pickette 
(note  spelling)  bronze  bas-relief  which  has  been  acquired  by  The 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  will  be  used  in  the 
future  as  the  Company  emblem. 

" The  copyright  of  the  likeness  has  been  secured  by  the  Lincoln 

National  Life  Insurance  Company  and  the  profile  will  be  used  as  the 
Company  emblem.   The  original  will  be  placed  in  the  elevator  lobby  of 
our  new  home  within  the  very  near  future . " 

Joan,  while  hundreds  of  replicas  of  the  Pickett  were  distributed  by 
LNL,  correspondence  and  the  LWTL  article  seem  to  speak  of  a  single 
original  being  cast  and  displayed  by  the  company  in  the  lobby  of  the 
Harrison  Street  building. 

I  will  provide  you  with  copies  of  the  above  mentioned  letter  and  ar- 
ticle . 

Also,  there  are  several  references  in  the  Pickett  file  indicating  the 
sculptor's  given  name  was  Byron  M.   but  there  is  no  confirmation  of 
this.   JM 
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